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Dear Laura, 
 
Thank you for your recent Written Question (WQ96071) asking about what discussions the 
Welsh Government has had with Welsh Water about keeping the Monmouthshire and 
Brecon canal open. I apologise for the delay in responding. 
 
I am aware of the concerns expressed by the Canal & Rivers Trust (CRT) and users of the 
canal regarding limitations on abstracting water to feed the Montgomeryshire and Brecon 
Canal imposed by Natural Resources Wales (NRW).   
 
The volumes licensed are in line with the findings of the Water Resources Modelling task 
and finish group (NRW, Wye and Usk Foundation, Dŵr Cymru Welsh Water and CRT) to 
protect the Special Area of Conservation. These volumes were lower than evidenced by 
CRT in their applications but were necessary to meet Habitats Directive requirements. 
Ensuring there is enough water in the Afon Llwyd and Usk to enable migratory fish to reach 
spawning sites is critical to maintaining the integrity of the Severn Estuary and River Usk 
Special Areas of Conservation.   
 
Having completed a Habitats Regulation Assessment, NRW concluded the limitations on 
abstraction were necessary to protect our natural environment.  The Canal & Rivers Trust 
appealed against the limitations, seeking to abstract more water than they had applied for.  
However, Planning and Environment Decisions Wales refused the appeals as the Trust 
were not able to show that doing so would not harm the River Severn Estuary and River 
Usk Special Areas of Conservation (SAC). These areas are critical habitats for various 
species, including migratory fish, and are protected under environmental legislation to 
maintain their ecological integrity. 
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The Welsh Government recognises the significance of the Monmouthshire & Brecon Canal 
and its benefits to the community. Through Visit Wales, it supported the Monmouthshire & 
Brecon Canal Adventure Triangle project with £2.75 million of ERDF and Welsh 
Government funding from the Tourism Attractor Destination programme.  
 
NRW remains committed to balancing the ecological needs of the rivers with the operational 
requirements of the canals, ensuring sustainable water management for all stakeholders. 
Although the appeals were dismissed, it remains open to the Trust to look at all possible 
solutions including investment in infrastructure as well as working with Dŵr Cymru Welsh 
Water on a potential solution.  
 
I have noted that Dŵr Cymru Welsh Water and the Canal and Rivers Trust have 
successfully reached an agreement on a short-term solution to the ongoing issue and are 
continuing their discussions. Although the Welsh Government is not involved in these 
commercial negotiations and abstraction licensing considerations, it remains cognisant of 
the situation and is actively monitoring it. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
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