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Questions to the Deputy First Minister and Minister for the Economy and Transport  
 
Mark Isherwood (North Wales): Further to your department’s discussion with Air Products, Acrefair, 
Wrexham, what financial support could be made available by or via the Welsh Assembly Government in 
support of counter proposals to keep this plant open? (WAQ54290) 
 
The Deputy First Minister and Minister for the Economy and Transport (Ieuan Wyn Jones): Any 
assistance provided to undertakings engaged in economic activity needs to be awarded in line with the 
European Commission’s State aid rules. My officials are currently exploring all legal funding options 
within the powers of the Welsh Assembly Government to provide support to Air Products, taking into 
account the full scope of the State aid rules and ensuring that any support provided is based on a sound 
business case. 
 
 
Kirsty Williams (Brecon and Radnorshire): How much funding has Network Rail allocated for the 
Cambrian Line? (WAQ54299) 
 
The Deputy First Minister: Network Rail is investing £5 million from its Performance Fund to improve 
the infrastructure of the Cambrian Railway between Aberystwyth and Shrewsbury, as part of a joint 
investment with the Welsh Assembly Government. 
 
 
Kirsty Williams (Brecon and Radnorshire): How much funding has Network Rail spent on the 
Cambrian Line? (WAQ54300) 
 
The Deputy First Minister: Network Rail has spent £3.8 million from its Performance Fund to improve 
the infrastructure of the Cambrian Railway between Aberystwyth and Shrewsbury. 
 
Network Rail is also funding the ERTMS signalling system which is being trailed on the Cambrian Line, 
and also provides funding for other renewal and maintenance work. This is a matter for Network Rail and 
I have asked them to contact you to explain this in more detail. 
 
 
Kirsty Williams (Brecon and Radnorshire): How much funding has the Welsh Assembly Government 
allocated for the Cambrian Line? (WAQ54301) 
 
The Deputy First Minister: I am providing capital funding of £8 million to improve the infrastructure of 
the Cambrian Railway between Aberystwyth and Shrewsbury, as part of a joint investment with Network 
Rail. I am also providing funding of some £1.7 million annually for 4 car trains on the Cambrian Main 
Line. 
 
 
Kirsty Williams (Brecon and Radnorshire): How much has the Welsh Assembly Government spent on 
the Cambrian Line? (WAQ54302) 
 
The Deputy First Minister: So far, £5 million (of the £8 million) has been spent to improve the 
infrastructure of the Cambrian Railways between Aberystwyth and Shrewsbury has been spent. 
 
Since December 2006, some £1.7 million (at current prices) has been spent annually to strengthen 
services on the Cambrian Mainline to 4 car trains. 
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Kirsty Williams: Will the Minister make a statement on whether any progress has been made with UK 
Government colleagues and the Scottish Executive about the harmonisation of the concessionary bus pass 
scheme In England, Scotland and Wales across the United Kingdom? (WAQ54307) 
 
The Deputy First Minister: Discussions are continuing between my officials and those of the UK 
Government and Scottish Government. 
 
 
Kirsty Williams (Brecon and Radnorshire): When will the re-tendering process begin for FSB4 
provision in Mid Wales? (WAQ54308) 
 
The Deputy First Minister: The tender process is due to begin on Monday 8th June 2009, and a new 
contractor should be appointed by early August. 
 
 
Mark Isherwood (North Wales): Further to your comments to Ann Jones in the Siambr on 3 June 2009 
relating to Community Transport Concessionary Fares Initiative, what now are your funding plans for this 
and subsequent financial years? (WAQ54311) 
 
The Deputy First Minister: The funding arrangements for the Community Transport Concessionary 
Fares Initiative (CTCFI) will remain unchanged for 2009-10. 
 
This means that the 15 community transport operators within the scope of the CTCFI will be able to offer 
the same level of service as in the previous 3 years. 
 
For 2010/11 and 2011/12 I have asked my officials to work closely with the Community Transport 
Association Cymru to look at the feasibility of a funding model that is sustainable and which covers the 
community transport sector as a whole. 
 
 

Questions to the Minister for Environment, Sustainability and Housing 
 
Mark Isherwood (North Wales): Further to the extension granted to Flintshire County Council in 
respect of the Welsh Housing Quality Standard (a) what is the current position, (b) what has been agreed 
or is in the process of agreement, and (c) what timescales apply? (WAQ54317)  
 
The Deputy Minister for Housing (Jocelyn Davies): On 17th February 2009 Flintshire Council voted 
unanimously to ballot its tenants on the transfer of the housing stock to a registered social landlord. The 
authority reports that the ballot is likely to take place in late next year, (2010). In the meantime my 
officials are working closely with the authority’s chief executive during this pre-ballot period and the next 
meeting is scheduled for 15th July 2009. 
 
 

Questions to the Minister for Heritage 
 
Alun Cairns (South Wales West): Will the Minister (a) list the museums and galleries supported in 
Wales, together with financial assistance awarded to each and (b) the number of visitors attracted to each 
over the last 12 months? (WAQ54303) 
 
The Minister for Heritage (Alun Ffred Jones): The Heritage Department of the Welsh Assembly 
Government distributed around £500,000 in grants to 50 local museums in 2008-09 and has so far 
allocated around £540,000 in grants to 28 local museums in 2009-10. Full details are provided in 
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Appendix 1. The grants are subject to application processes and are distributed by my officials in 
CyMAL: Museums Archives and Libraries Wales division and Cadw. 
 
The Welsh Assembly Government provided £24.5 million in grant-in-aid to Amgueddfa Cymru—
National Museum Wales in 2008-09, and will provide £25.1 million in 2009-10. In addition across 2008-
10 it is providing £1 million to develop the Upper West Wing at the National Museum Cardiff and £250k 
to invest in energy saving measures. The total visitor figures for all 7 Amgueddfa Cymru—National 
Museum Wales sites in 2008 was over 1.5 million. 
 
The Arts Council of Wales, as an Assembly Government Sponsored Body, receives grant-in-aid from the 
Welsh Assembly Government and has invested around £1,035,000 in grants to galleries in 2008-09. Full 
details are outlined in Appendix 2. It should be noted that this excludes grants of around £2,642,000 
provided to multi functional arts centres with gallery spaces in 2008-09, as specific gallery funding 
cannot be isolated. 
 
Visitor numbers for the past 12 months, where available, have been added to the lists using the latest 
Visits to Tourist Attractions 2008 survey results prepared for Visit Wales by Beaufort Research. 
 
Appendix 1 
 
CyMAL: Museums Archives and Libraries Wales division 
Museum 2008-09—

grants paid 
2009-10—grants 

allocated 
visitor figures 

2008*

Abergavenny Museum   £5,000.00  19,205
Andrew Logan Museum of Sculpture  £1,427.00    
Blaenau Gwent CBC   £22,026.00   
Bodelwyddan Castle  £14,739.94  £22,480.00  39,472
Brecknock Museum  £30,285.41  £20,000.00  19,257
Brynmawr and District Museum  £2,194.68    
Caerphilly Museum & Heritage Service  £9,453.00    
CARAD  £1,212.00    
Cardiff Castle   £11,000.00  221,903
Carmarthenshire County Museum  £17,996.00   14,030
Ceredigion Museum  £9,754.00   35,010
Chepstow Museum  £27,500.00  £27,500.00  18,829
Conwy Museums Service  £22,031.46  £7,996.00   
Cyfartha Castle Museum & Art Gallery  £10,493.72  £25,483.47  75,924
Cynon Valley Museum   £2,960.50    
Denbighshire Heritage Service  £18,783.63  £14,872.00   
Ebbw Vale Works Archival Trust  £6,342.43    
Egypt Centre  £12,264.00    
Flintshire Museums Service  £930.00    
Glynn Vivian Art Gallery  £3,953.00  £4,500.00   
Greenfield Valley Museum  £2,567.00    
Gwynedd Museum  £18,609.92  £40,000.00  12,489
Holyhead Maritime Museum  £1,219.19   9,000
Judge’s Lodging  £8,796.10  £5,400.00  10,367
Kidwelly Industrial Museum  £13,365.50  £5,275.24  3,391
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Llandudno Museum  £4,585.00  £15,000.00   
Llanrwst Almshouses  £18,575.17  £25,270.00   
Lloyd George Museum  £2,693.00  £3,200.00  7,204
Monmouth Castle and Regimental Museum  £1,231.16   4,310
Monmouthshire Cultural Services - Museums  £12,025.00    
Museum and Culture Service - Oriel Ynys Mon  £4,650.00    
Museum of Speed - Carmarthenshire Museums 
Service 

  £1,119.50  37,749

Narberth Museum  £15,400.00  £25,000.00   
National Trust, Penrhyn Castle  £6,000.00   187,271
Newport Museum & Art Gallery  £2,820.00  £10,000.00  59,077
Old Bell Museum  £3,000.00  £3,796.15  1,926
Parc Howard Museum  £11,048.00   13,045
Pembrokeshire Museums  £5,500.00    
Pembrokeshire Museums Association  £1,889.46    
Pontypool Museum  £15,194.17  £24,091.00   
Pontypridd Museum  £4,191.30  £3,000.00  26,708
Powysland Museum  £15,789.75  £11,925.00  8,804
Rhondda Cynon Taf Museums Service  £7,001.93  £11,830.55   
Rhyl Miniature Railway Museum  £2,697.22   9,192
Rhyl Museum  £24,051.86  £27,000.00  28,753
Royal Welch Fusiliers  £15,636.44  £16,000.00   
School of Art Museum and Gallery, 
Aberystwyth University 

 £8,558.51  £30,000.00  6,500

Scolton Manor  £8,892.76  £2,129.50   
Swansea Museum  £20,830.00   175,604
Syr Henry Jones Museum  £14,875.40  £15,000.00   
Tenby Museum & Art Gallery  £15,273.76    
Tredegar House  £3,502.67   20,050
Usk Rural Life Museum  £954.14   3,597
Wrexham County Borough Museum  £18,622.76  £47,852.00  14,360
 
Cadw division—grants from Cadw for historic building repair/restoration 
Oriel Mostyn   £60,000.00   
  £502,367.94  £543,746.41  
* The visitor figures are based on questionnaires returned by museums and galleries as part of research 
carried out by Beaufort Research for Visit Wales. 
 
Appendix 2 
 
Arts Council of Wales funding to galleries 
Gallery 2008-09—grants 

paid
Visitor figures 

2008* 

Ffotogallery  £203,940.00   
g39  £ 79,445.00   
Glynn Vivian Art Gallery  £126,735.00   
Mission Gallery  £ 24,445.00   
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Newport Museum and Art Gallery  £ 42,374.00 59,077 
Oriel Davies Gallery  £196,715.00   
Oriel Mostyn  £ 58,369.00   
Oriel Myrddin Trust  £ 7,951.00   
Oriel Wrecsam  £ 87,668.00   
Ruthin Craft Centre  £206,604.00   
Trace - Installaction Artspace  £ 824.00   
  £1,035,070.00   
* The visitor figures are based on questionnaires returned by museums and galleries as part of research 
carried out by Beaufort Research for Visit Wales. 
 
 
Alun Cairns (South Wales West): How many people have visited the National Botanical Gardens for 
each of the last 5 years? (WAQ54304) 
 
Alun Ffred Jones: The National Botanic Garden of Wales have advised us that the visitor numbers are as 
follows: 
 

 
 2004/5 2005/6 2006/7 2007/8 2008/9

Paid entry      78,159
       
Non paid entry (members, offers etc)      36,494
            
Total Gate Visitors  108,675 110,101 120,086 131,018 114,653
       
Education Visitors  17,306 13,040 14,606 17,836 20,304
       
Corporate Visitors  7,229 11,172 13,422 11,488 12,138
       
Total Visitors  133,210 134,313 148,114 160,342 147,095
There is no data on the historic splits for paid and free entry before last year. 
 
 
Nick Bourne (Mid and West Wales): Will the Minister provide a list of the amount spent on cultural 
projects or institutions since 2000 indicating in each case which local authority or authorities the 
institution or project is based? (WAQ54312) 
 
Alun Ffred Jones: It is not possible to provide a list of spending on cultural projects or institutions since 
2000 by local authority from my portfolio, as the expenditure recorded in my department is not collated 
on that basis. Most of the money that my department spends on culture is made through Assembly 
Government Sponsored Bodies. 
 


