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COMMONWEALTH PARLIAMENTARY ASSOCIATION

BRANCH EXECUTIVE MEETING

Meeting Date: 
Tuesday 15 October July 2013
MINUTES
Present:
Joyce Watson AM, Chair
Mohammad Asghar AM
William Powell AM
John Grimes
Al Davies, Acting Branch Secretary
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.
Apologies had been received from Simon Thomas AM. 
2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING  – Paper CPA 04-13M 

Attendees present concurred with the minutes of the previous meeting
3. MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES

       There were no matters arising
4. REVIEW OF RECENT ACTIVITIES

Feedback and follow-up of recent Meetings, Events and Conferences

· Post-Election Seminar
St Helena, 30 July - 7 August 2013 

The Chair welcomed John Grimes to the meeting.

John gave a verbal report to supplement the official report he had drafted on behalf of the BIMR delegation which had included the Branch Chair.

John touched upon the background to the visit and the nature and make-up of the small BIMR delegation. He spoke of some of the challenged they as a delegation had faced in preparation for delivering thee Post-Election Seminar; as well as the challenges ahead for the councillors in St Helena as they prepared for the significant changes and developments which would inevitably follow once the island’s airport was completed.
John believed that the participation of Wales and other small legislatures had been well received and effective as a democratic model which the councillors and local community could relate to. Members discussed the merits of continuing the relationship between Wales and St Helena through the BIMR family, and it was hoped that an elected member from St Helena would be able to attend the next Regional conference to be hosted by our Branch in May 2014.

Both John and the Chair noted their encouragement from the very positive feedback received, both anecdotally and through more formal evaluation mechanisms with one member of the St Helena council having described the seminar as “quietly spectacular”. John reported that the BIMR Regional Secretary had also been pleased and noted the success of the Post-election seminar.
The Chair closed by thanking John Grimes for his attendance at today’s meeting and also for supporting her and the delegation at the seminar.


The full report of the BIMR Post election seminar has been posted on the Branch’s CPA reports page of the Assembly’s website which can be accessed here.

· Commonwealth Parliamentary Conference (CPC)
Johannesburg, South Africa, 28 August – 6 September 2013
 
The Chair discussed the recent CPC, which she had had attended as the Wales Branch delegate, accompanied by Simon Thomas AM and Ann Jones AM as observers.

Al Davies, who had attended as Secretary to delegations for all three devolved Branches had drafted a general report, which had been distributed for information.  A “CPA Wales” version of this report to include contributions and observations from our delegations would the drafted for approval at the next meeting.

The Chair spoke of concerns regarding attendance at next year’s CPC in Cameroon given the country’s human rights record, particularly in relation to discrimination and violence based on sexual orientation. This issue had been raised at this year’s CPC at the plenary on the Commonwealth Charter which had proved to be highly contentious and divisive.

Members present agreed that the Branch would write to the Regional Secretary to raise these concerns and request that he discuss the matter with the CPA Secretariat to seek assurances that all delegates, regardless of sexual orientation, would be welcome and safe to attend the 60th CPC in Cameroon.
5.
FORWARD PLANNING
 Forthcoming Meetings, Events and Conferences
· 44th BIMR Conference, Wales – 27-30 May 2014

Al Davies gave a brief update on preparations for the Regional conference with agreement from Members that the next meeting would consider further the conference themes as well as suitable speakers.

Forthcoming Visits – Scheduled and Proposed 


Delegation from the Canadian Federal Parliament
20-21 January 2014

Members noted the confirmed dates for this forthcoming visit.
6. PROVISIONAL FUTURE MEETING DATE: 

The next Branch Executive meeting was proposed for Tuesday 12 November. 
7. 
NEW ITEMS / ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Paper to note and approve:
· 24th Commonwealth Parliamentary Seminar – Report by Antoinette Sandbach AM 
The report was noted and approved and would now be posted on the Branch report page.
Acting Branch Secretary
October 2013
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