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ANNUAL RETURN MADE UNDER SECTION 80 OF THE
ANIMAL HEALTH ACT 1981

This statutory return is required to be made and laid before Parliament in accordance with Section 80
of the Animal Health Act 1981 and includes only data relating to England and Wales unless otherwise
indicated. The Scottish Government Rural Directorate will compile a separate report. The Report
covers prosecutions and other enforcement action taken under the Animal Health Act 1981 and other
animal health and welfare legislation. 
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Annex 2:

Explanation of enforcement sanctions

The Enforcement Concordat

The primary function of central and local government enforcement work is to protect the public, the environment and groups such
as consumers and workers. At the same time, carrying out enforcement functions in an equitable, practical and consistent manner
helps to promote a thriving national economy. It is important that enforcement officers take care to help businesses and others
meet their legal obligations without unnecessary expense while taking firm action, including prosecution where appropriate,
against those that flout the law or act irresponsibly.

The Enforcement Concordat is based on the principles that businesses should receive clear explanations from enforcers of what they
need to do and by when. They should have opportunities to resolve differences before enforcement action is taken (unless
immediate action is needed) and receive an explanation of their rights of appeal. Adoption of the Concordat is voluntary. To date
96% of all central and local government organisations with an enforcement function have adopted the Enforcement Concordat.

Oral advice – simply informing the regulated person what needs to be done or changed.

Written advice – the same sort of advice but more formal and in writing.

Oral warning – simply informing the regulated person that any future repetition of non-compliance may result in more stringent
enforcement action being taken. This is often accompanied by advice as to how compliance can be achieved.

Written warning – where it is considered it can be proved the law has been broken, a written warning saying so and warning the
regulated person as to his or her future conduct may be sent. Should the person re-offend, the issuing Local Authority may take
into account a written warning when deciding the appropriate enforcement sanction.

Imposition of conditions on operating – this applies to licences etc. This may include a temporary revocation or restriction of
licence or permit – e.g. an individual may be subject to a temporary removal from the General Licence provisions of the Disease
Control Orders (England & Wales) requiring them to apply to the relevant authority for individual approval for each movement of
livestock undertaken.

Home Office Simple Caution – When deciding whether a case should be prosecuted in the courts, Crown Prosecutors should
consider both the pubic interest and alternatives to prosecution. Alternatives to prosecution for adult suspects include a simple
caution under Home Office Circular 30/2005. An offender must admit his guilt before this type of caution can be administered.
A simple caution may be taken into account when deciding what the public interest is in bringing future criminal proceedings
should the person re-offend. In subsequent criminal proceedings the caution may be used as evidence of bad character where
appropriate, and may be taken into account by the Court when passing sentence.

Initiate a criminal investigation – carry out a criminal investigation. Various orders such as disqualification or forfeiture of goods
may be available to the sentencing Court in event of conviction.
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