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The table below highlights key developments in Wales in response to
coronavirus (COVID-19).

Changes to self-isolation for people who are fully-vaccinated

29 July 2021

fully-vaccinated will no longer have to self-isolate if they are identified as close
contacts of someone with coronavirus. Children and young people under 18 will
also be exempt from the need to self-isolate if they are identified as close
contacts of a positive case. From 7 August, contact tracers will provide a ‘warn
and inform’ service for fully-vaccinated individuals if they are identified as close
contacts, which will reinforce key messages about minimising the risk to others
from Covid-19.

Under-18s invited for their first COVID-19 vaccine

29 July 2021

Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI), young adults aged from
17 years and 9 months are being invited to have their COVID-19 vaccine in
Wales. “The lead-in time before they turn 18 is to ensure a good uptake of the
vaccine in newly-turned 18 year olds as they become more mobile and more
independent. Many will be entering the workplace or starting University in the
autumn term”. Also following JCVI advice, health boards are working to identify
and issue invitations for vaccination to children and young people aged 12 and
over who are at increased risk of serious COVID-19 disease.

(j www.senedd.wales/research


https://gov.wales/changes-self-isolation-fully-vaccinated-adults
https://gov.wales/under-18s-invited-their-first-covid-19-vaccine-wales
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Changes to quarantine requirements for vaccinated international travellers

28 July 2021

EU and US who have been fully-vaccinated can visit the UK without having to
self-isolate on arrival. The Welsh Government confirmed that this decision
would also be implemented for Wales. The Health Minister noted that although
the Welsh Government “regret” the UK Government’s decision to remove
quarantine requirements, “it would be ineffective to introduce separate

arrangements for Wales” due to the open border with England.

Advice to clinically extremely vulnerable people

27 July 2021

coronavirus and the easing of restrictions in Wales, people who are clinically
extremely vulnerable are not advised to shield at this time. “Advice to the
clinically extremely vulnerable to follow shielding measures was paused on Ol
April 2021 and since that time those on the shielding patient list have been
advised that they should follow the same rules as other citizens in Wales,
however they should take extra care to minimise their risk of exposure. There
will be some exceptions - where patients have received specific advice to shield
themselves by their own clinician. This is advice that they are likely to have had
to take regardless of the pandemic, they should continue to follow this
personalised advice if advised by their clinician”. A copy of the letter sent to

Social care recovery plan

22 July 2021

restrictions for care homes. “Whilst some measures such as visitor testing for
indoor visits and risk assessments for visits remain in place, other restrictions
have been eased further. Residents no longer need to isolate on return from an
overnight stay and entertainers will be permitted in indoor areas of the home
to enable residents to resume the activities they enjoy”.



https://gov.wales/written-statement-international-travel-changes-2-august-2021
https://gov.wales/written-statement-international-travel-changes-2-august-2021
https://gov.wales/written-statement-advice-those-who-are-clinically-extremely-vulnerable-re-coronavirus-control-plan
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/inline-documents/2021-07/210727%20-%20Advice%20for%20the%20clinically%20extremely%20vulnerable%20in%20Wales%20as%20further%20relaxations%20are%20introduced.pdf
https://gov.wales/written-statement-social-care-recovery-framework
https://gov.wales/social-care-recovery-framework-covid-19
https://gov.wales/care-home-visit-restrictions-eased-social-care-recovery-plan-launched
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Vaccination advice for children and young people

19 July 2021

children at increased risk of serious COVID-19 disease should be offered the
Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine. This includes children aged 12 to 15 with severe
neurodisabilities, Down's syndrome, immunosuppression and multiple or
severe learning disabilities. The JCVI also recommends that children and young
people aged 12 to 17 who live with an immunosuppressed person should be
offered the vaccine. The JCVI is not currently advising routine vaccination of

other nations of the UK, the Welsh Government welcomes this JCVI advice”.

England'’s restrictions are lifted

19 July 2021

indicated that we hope to move beyond level O on 9 August. That remains our
expectation’.

International travel changes announced
14 July 2021

From 19 July, fully vaccinated adults returning from amber list countries, and
under-18s, will no longer need to self-isolate. They will still need to take tests

requirement for adults who have been fully vaccinated to self-isolate when
returning from amber list countries. However, it would not be practical for us to
introduce a separate border health policy”.



https://www.gov.uk/government/news/jcvi-issues-advice-on-covid-19-vaccination-of-children-and-young-people
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/jcvi-issues-advice-on-covid-19-vaccination-of-children-and-young-people
https://gov.wales/written-statement-covid-19-vaccination-jcvi-announcement-vaccinating-children-young-people
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/pm-statement-at-coronavirus-press-conference-19-july-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-response-spring-2021
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/covid-19-coronavirus-restrictions-what-you-can-and-cannot-do
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-protection-levels/pages/protection-level-0/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-update-first-ministers-statement-13-july-2021/
https://gov.wales/written-statement-international-travel-changes-19-july-2021
https://gov.wales/written-statement-international-travel-changes-19-july-2021
https://record.assembly.wales/Plenary/12324#A66505
https://record.assembly.wales/Plenary/12324#A66505
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Wales will move fully into alert level one from 17 July

14 July 2021

including: up to six people can meet indoors in private homes and holiday
accommodation; organised indoor events for up to 1,000 seated or 200
standing can take place, and; ice rinks can re-open. Limits on the number of
people who can gather outdoors will be removed. He said “We will consider
whether Wales can move to the new alert level zero on 7 August following the
next review of the restrictions. (..) Face coverings will remain a legal
requirement in all indoors public places, with the exception of education
settings and hospitality. We expect to gradually ease these requirements - and
are beginning with hospitality settings from 7 August”. The Chief Medical

Self-isolation support payment scheme extended

13 July 2021

supports people on low income if they have to self-isolate is being extended
until March 2022.

Face coverings still a requirement
11 July 2021

Ahead of the next 21-day review of the coronavirus regulations (Wednesday 14
to be mandatory in some places “while coronavirus remains a public health
threat”. This includes public transport and health and social care settings.

Changes in schools for autumn term

9 July 2021

coverings will no longer be required in classrooms; an end to ‘contact groups’
for school pupils and full-time learners in colleges, and; normal session times



https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgov.wales%2Fcoronavirus-control-plan-alert-level-0-zero&data=04%7C01%7CNia.Lewis%40gov.wales%7C8afc0cf3a864422757ad08d946a6e9c0%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637618504956704232%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=PKZop2mwoEEaUZQSX8ZH7OETmpGkvaw2DSbEllqu9SM%3D&reserved=0
https://gov.wales/written-statement-review-health-protection-coronavirus-restriction-no5-wales-regulations-2020-9
https://gov.wales/cmo-advice-21-day-review-covid-19-restrictions-july-2021
https://gov.wales/ps500-self-isolation-support-payment-scheme-extended
https://gov.wales/face-coverings-continue-help-keep-wales-safe
https://gov.wales/written-statement-operation-schools-and-colleges-september
https://gov.wales/written-statement-operation-schools-and-colleges-september
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will resume. A ‘local COVID-19 infection control decision framework' for schools
and colleges will be published at the start of the autumn term.

Third milestone achieved
2 July 2021

more than 75% of adults aged under 50 have received their first dose of a
COVID-19 vaccine, therefore achieving their third and final milestone.

The next phase of the vaccination programme
30June 2021

advice on the third phase of the COVID-19 vaccination programme. It advises
that an autumn booster campaign should be launched in September to
“maximise protection in those who are most vulnerable to series infection”.
Those being offered a third dose will largely follow the priority groups for the
first and second doses.

Support for people struggling to pay their rent
30June 2021

Change, Julie James. The Welsh Government says the grant is designed “to
support people who have fallen behind on their rent by more than eight weeks
between 1 March 2020 and 30 June 2021".

Measures to protect businesses from eviction extended

28 June 2021

affected by the pandemic will now be protected from eviction until the end of
September 2021. The moratorium against forfeiture of business tenancies for
non-payment of rent was originally due to end on 30 June 2021.

Vaccination status via the digital NHS COVID Pass

25June 2021



https://gov.wales/written-statement-covid-19-vaccination-reaching-milestone-3
https://gov.wales/written-statement-covid-19-vaccination-jcvi-announcement-phase-3
https://gov.wales/new-10-million-grant-scheme-help-people-struggling-pay-their-rent-during-pandemic
https://gov.wales/welsh-government-extends-measures-protect-businesses-eviction-until-end-september-2021
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From this date, people in Wales will be able to show proof of vaccination on
urgently and meet the vaccine requirements relevant to the country they are
travelling to. NHS COVID Pass letters have been available in Wales since May for
those needing to travel urgently. The digital pass will be the default option for
people requiring proof of vaccination status when travelling internationally.
Letters will continue to be issued for people unable to access the digital pass.

More countries added to the UK's green list for international travel
24 June 2021

Malta, Madeira, the Balearic Islands, several UK overseas territories, and

‘Our strong advice continues to be not to travel overseas unless it is essential
because of the risk of contracting coronavirus, especially new and emerging
variants of concern”.

Easing of restrictions is paused
17 June 2021

of coronavirus restrictions due to the new delta variant. He says the pause will
allow more people to receive their second dose of a vaccine and help prevent
an increase in serious illness as cases begin to rise again.

Supporting people with long COVID
15June 2021

with NHS Wales to support people with long COVID. The latest estimate is that
50,000 people in Wales are experiencing long COVID and the ONS estimates
that 9,400 of these people will be limited in their day-to-day activities.

All adults in Wales offered a vaccine ahead of schedule



https://gov.wales/written-statement-covid-vaccination-status-digital-nhs-covid-pass
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-travel-update-malta-added-to-green-list-and-green-watchlist-extended-as-plans-for-quarantine-free-travel-for-fully-vaccinated-passengers-from-ambe
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-travel-update-malta-added-to-green-list-and-green-watchlist-extended-as-plans-for-quarantine-free-travel-for-fully-vaccinated-passengers-from-ambe
https://gov.wales/written-statement-international-travel-changes-and-restrictions-fully-vaccinated-travellers
https://gov.wales/written-statement-international-travel-changes-and-restrictions-fully-vaccinated-travellers
https://gov.wales/rule-changes-hold-4-weeks-delta-spreads
https://gov.wales/supporting-people-recover-long-covid-html
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13 June 2021

have been offered a vaccine by Monday 14 June 2021 - six weeks ahead of
schedule.

‘Covid support hubs’ pilot

11 June 2021

programme.

Vaccination strategy update

7 June 2021

Welsh Government will achieve milestone 3 (all adults offered their first dose by
end July 2021) around four weeks early. For second doses, the Welsh
Government expects all those who have come forward for their first dose to be
offered a second dose by end of September 2021. It is also planning to re-offer
the vaccine to those who did not take up the original offer. An online booking
system will be established in Autumn 2021 to allow people to book and amend
appointments. The strategy update also sets out how Wales is preparing for any
decisions by the Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI)
about booster jabs and vaccinating children, following the Medicines and
Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA's) approval of a vaccine for use
in children over 12 years of age.

UK approval for Pfizer vaccine for 12-15 year olds

4 June 2021

approves use of the Pfizer/BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine in 12 to 15 year olds.

Phased move to alert level one



https://gov.wales/all-adults-wales-offered-vaccine-ahead-schedule
https://gov.wales/covid-hubs-north-wales-offering-support-hardest-hit
https://gov.wales/test-trace-protect
https://gov.wales/written-statement-covid-19-vaccination-strategy-update-1
https://gov.wales/covid-19-vaccination-strategy-wales-june-2021-update
https://gov.wales/covid-19-vaccination-strategy-wales-june-2021-update
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/the-mhra-concludes-positive-safety-profile-for-pfizerbiontech-vaccine-in-12-to-15-year-olds
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4 June 2021

will be able to meet outdoors, and larger organised gatherings and events will
be able to take place outdoors. Up to three households can form an extended
household. The two-stage approach will enable more people to be vaccinated -
and complete their two-dose course - amid growing concerns about the
spread of the delta variant of the virus across the UK.

Portugal moves to amber on international travel traffic light list

3June 2021

Portugal will need to self-isolate. This reflects the position across the UK. The
decision follows increased concern about the spread of variants of coronavirus.
Seven countries - Afghanistan, Sudan, Sri Lanka, Bahrain, Trinidad and Tobago,
Costa Rica, and Egypt - have also been added to the red list.

Contact tracing in Wales extended until March 2022

2June 2021

_________________________________________________________________________________________

service in Wales will be extended until March 2022. The Welsh Government will
invest a further £32 million in the service.

Football fans urged not to travel

28 May 2021

support the Wales football team at home rather than travelling abroad. Wales
are set to play matches in France, Azerbaijan and Italy but all are currently on
the amber list of countries for travel to and from the UK. The First Minister said

‘It's our very clear advice that you shouldn'’t travel - France, Azerbaijan and ltaly
are on the amber list because the virus is in circulation there'’.

Covid tests encouraged for people holidaying in Wales

26 May 2021



https://gov.wales/first-minister-confirms-phased-move-alert-level-one
https://gov.wales/portugal-moves-amber-international-travel-traffic-light-list
https://gov.wales/portugal-moves-amber-international-travel-traffic-light-list
https://gov.wales/contact-tracing-wales-extended-until-march-2022
https://gov.wales/red-wall-urged-support-wales-home-summer
https://gov.wales/new-international-travel-rules-for-wales-confirmed-by-first-minister
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higher rates of coronavirus, including areas in England with high levels of the
delta variant, to test themselves before they travel and during their stay. Only
those with a negative test result and no symptoms of coronavirus should travel.

Vaccination certificate for urgent international travel

24 May 2021

for a certificate of vaccination for urgent international travel. People living in
Wales can request a certificate if they have had both doses of a COVID-19
vaccine, they urgently need to travel to a country which requires vaccine
certification, and they are not able to either quarantine or provide tests to meet
the country’'s entry requirements. The Welsh Government’s advice is to only
travel overseas if it is essential.

Funding for NHS and social care recovery
20 May 2021

Wales' Health Minister announces a £100m investment to kick-start the health
and care system'’s recovery from the pandemic. The money for new
equipment, staff, technology and ways of working will help health boards
improve services across primary, community and hospital care, by increasing
capacity and cutting waiting times as they begin resuming non-emergency

care following the pandemic’.

Vaccination progress update

19 May 2021

all health boards in Wales are now offering the vaccine to adults aged 18 and
over. It also states that the Welsh Government is closely monitoring the ‘India
variant’ (VOC-21APR-02) in Wales. ‘In line with the latest JCVI advice, we are
working with our local incident teams and health boards to facilitate bringing
forward, subject to supply, second doses of vaccination where it will reduce
infections, severe illness and hospitalisations’.



https://gov.wales/dont-forget-to-pack-your-covid-test-if-youre-holidaying-in-wales
https://gov.wales/get-rapid-lateral-flow-covid-19-tests-if-you-do-not-have-symptoms#section-68472
https://gov.wales/holiday-wales-year-new-health-minister-asks
https://gov.wales/ps100m-kick-start-nhs-and-social-care-recovery-pandemic-wales
https://gov.wales/written-statement-covid-19-vaccination-progress-against-strategy-update-2
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International travel resumes
17 May 2021

system aligned with England and Scotland. Countries will be classified as green,
amber or red. People returning from green list countries will not have to
guarantine when they return. The Welsh Government advises people to only
travel abroad for essential purposes.

available from the Welsh Government.

Wales moves into alert level 2
14 May 2021

Following the latest three week review of the coronavirus restrictions

hospitality, indoor entertainment venues can re-open and an increased
number of people can attend organised indoor and outdoor activities.

Re-opening of indoor hospitality and further support
11 May 2021

households will be able meet indoors in cafes, pubs and restaurants.

The Welsh Government also announces that businesses still affected by the
coronavirus restrictions will be able to claim up to £25,000 in support to meet
ongoing costs through to the end of June 2021. More information is available on
Business Wales.

Pilot events get underway
11 May 2021

events that will take place over the coming weeks. The Welsh Government says
it is working with partners on the delivery of pilot events which will develop
processes and guidance for the safe return of events.



https://gov.wales/new-international-travel-rules-for-wales-confirmed-by-first-minister
https://gov.wales/rules-foreign-travel-and-wales-coronavirus-covid-19-html
https://gov.wales/getting-vaccine-certificate-international-travel
https://gov.wales/wales-moves-alert-level-2
https://gov.wales/alert-level-2-frequently-asked-questions
https://gov.wales/further-support-welsh-businesses
https://businesswales.gov.wales/
https://gov.wales/wales-pilot-test-events-get-underway
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UK lowers the COVID-19 alert level
10 May 2021

circulation. This UK alert level relates to the threat the virus poses and is
separate from the alert levels that underpin the restrictions in Wales.

Update on the AstraZeneca vaccine
7 May 2021

from the Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) and the
Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) and offer those
under 40 (with no clinical risk factors) an alternative to the AstraZeneca vaccine.
Those who have already had a first dose of the AstraZeneca vaccine should still
receive the second dose.
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https://gov.wales/uk-cmos-agree-lower-uk-covid-19-alert-level
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-covid-19-alert-level-methodology-an-overview/uk-covid-19-alert-level-methodology-an-overview
https://gov.wales/welsh-government-update-astrazeneca-vaccine

