
The table below highlights key developments in Wales in response to 
coronavirus (COVID-19).  

Funding for NHS and social care recovery 

20 May 2021 

Wales’ Health Minister announces a £100m investment to kick-start the health 
and care system’s recovery from the pandemic. ‘The money for new 
equipment, staff, technology and ways of working will help health boards 
improve services across primary, community and hospital care, by increasing 
capacity and cutting waiting times as they begin resuming non-emergency 
care following the pandemic’. 

Vaccination progress update  

19 May 2021 

The Welsh Government publishes an update on vaccination, highlighting that 
all health boards in Wales are now offering the vaccine to adults aged 18 and 
over. It also states that the Welsh Government is closely monitoring the ‘India 
variant’ (VOC-21APR-02) in Wales. ‘In line with the latest JCVI advice, we are 
working with our local incident teams and health boards to facilitate bringing 
forward, subject to supply, second doses of vaccination where it will reduce 
infections, severe illness and hospitalisations’. 

International travel resumes 

17 May 2021  
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From Monday 17 May, international travel can resume under a traffic light 
system aligned with England and Scotland. Countries will be classified as green, 
amber or red. People returning from green list countries will not have to 
quarantine when they return. The Welsh Government advises people to only 
travel abroad for essential purposes. 

Further information on foreign travel and vaccine certificates for travel is 
available from the Welsh Government. 

Wales moves into alert level 2 

14 May 2021  

Following the latest three week review of the coronavirus restrictions 
regulations, the First Minister confirms that from Monday 17 May the whole of 
Wales will move into alert level 2. As well as the re-opening of indoor 
hospitality, indoor entertainment venues can re-open and an increased 
number of people can attend organised indoor and outdoor activities.  

Re-opening of indoor hospitality and further support 

11 May 2021  

The First Minister confirms that from 17 May six people from six different 
households will be able meet indoors in cafes, pubs and restaurants.  

The Welsh Government also announces that businesses still affected by the 
coronavirus restrictions will be able to claim up to £25,000 in support to meet 
ongoing costs through to the end of June 2021. More information is available on 
Business Wales. 

Pilot events get underway 

11 May 2021  

The First Minister, Mark Drakeford, announces a proposed list of pilot test 
events that will take place over the coming weeks. The Welsh Government says 
it is working with partners on the delivery of pilot events which will develop 
processes and guidance for the safe return of events. 

UK lowers the COVID-19 alert level 

10 May 2021  

https://gov.wales/new-international-travel-rules-for-wales-confirmed-by-first-minister
https://gov.wales/rules-foreign-travel-and-wales-coronavirus-covid-19-html
https://gov.wales/getting-vaccine-certificate-international-travel
https://gov.wales/wales-moves-alert-level-2
https://gov.wales/alert-level-2-frequently-asked-questions
https://gov.wales/further-support-welsh-businesses
https://businesswales.gov.wales/
https://gov.wales/wales-pilot-test-events-get-underway
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The four Chief Medical Officers of the UK agree to reduce the UK COVID-19 alert 
level from 4 to alert level 3. The UK was at alert level 5 in January and came 
down to alert level 4 in February. Alert level 3 means that the virus is in general 
circulation. This UK alert level relates to the threat the virus poses and is 
separate from the alert levels that underpin the restrictions in Wales.  

Update on the AstraZeneca vaccine 

7 May 2021  

The Welsh Government announces it will implement the change in the advice 
from the Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) and the 
Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) and offer those 
under 40 (with no clinical risk factors) an alternative to the AstraZeneca vaccine. 
Those who have already had a first dose of the AstraZeneca vaccine should still 
receive the second dose. 

 

https://gov.wales/uk-cmos-agree-lower-uk-covid-19-alert-level
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-covid-19-alert-level-methodology-an-overview/uk-covid-19-alert-level-methodology-an-overview
https://gov.wales/welsh-government-update-astrazeneca-vaccine

