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Photo: Official Conference Photograph
taken in the Villa Marina Hall.

Background

1. The National Assembly for Wales has an active Branch of the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association (1).  The CPA meets in plenary conference each Summer/Autumn in its entirety and once each year also at a regional level.  The Assembly is grouped within the British Islands and Mediterranean Region (2).

2. The CPA Wales Branch delegation.
The National Assembly for Wales Branch of the CPA was invited to send a delegation of four Members and an accompanying Secretary, to attend the 41st British Islands and Mediterranean Region conference hosted by the Isle of Man Branch in Douglas 10-13 May 2010.   
Expressions of interest and (where appropriate) business cases, were invited from all Members and the delegation subsequently selected by the Branch Executive Committee.   The CPA Wales Branch delegation was led by Rosemary Butler AM, Deputy Presiding Officer of the National Assembly for Wales and the Branch Vice-President. 

Also invited to accompany the Members as an observer and advisor to Members on the conference theme of "Technology and democracy: Successes and Challenges” was Mr Iwan Williams, the Assembly  Media, Brand & E-democracy Manager.

In addition to the delegation the National Assembly for Wales provides on a rota basis with Scotland, Northern Ireland, Cyprus and Malta one of three regional representatives to the CPA Executive Committee for a three year term. The CPA Wales Branch term as Regional Representative runs from 2008-2010. The CPA Wales Branch Executive Committee Representative Alun Cairns AM was unable to attend the conference and this responsibility was undertaken by the Branch Chair, Janet Ryder AM.
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The CPA Wales delegation, pictured with the Hon Stephen Charles Rodan, Speaker of the House of Keys in the Legislative Council Chamber
3. Opening Ceremony
The official opening ceremony took place on 11 May with an address given by the Lieutenant Governor, His Excellency Vice Admiral Sir Paul Haddacks KCB in the Villa Marina Conference Centre main hall. The Lieutenant Governor extended a warm welcome to all to the Isle of Man, with its great heritage and traditions, including of course TYNWALD - the oldest continuous Parliament in the world.
The Conference
4. The conference was attended by parliamentarians, representing 12 of the 13 branches of the BIMR, with the CPA Malta Branch unfortunately unable to attend.     

5. This conference theme was:
 “Technology and Democracy: Successes and Challenges”.
6. A copy of the full conference programme is attached for reference (Appendix 1).
The format of the conference consisted of:

 - Plenary sessions with presentations by invited expert conference           
   speakers;
 - Breakout Workshop sessions (into 3 separate groups) to discuss the 

content of the Plenary presentations and delegates’ experiences of the various themes relating to Technology and Democracy from within their legislatures.

 - Plenary Reportbacks of the workshop sessions.

7. Plenary sessions and workshops were held on:

· POSSIBILITIES
· RIGHTS
· CHALLENGES

Participation by CPA Wales delegates:
As well as attending all Plenary and Workshop sessions:
Janet Ryder AM acted as facilitator in the breakout workshop session on Possibilities, where Iwan Williams also briefed and contributed to the discussion. Janet Ryder also Chaired the BIMR AGM.
Mohammad Asghar AM acted as Rapporteur to his group’s workshop
on Rights.
Jenny Randerson AM Chaired the Plenary Reportback session on Possibilities.
Rosemary Butler AM Chaired the Plenary Reportback session on Rights and Challenges 
[image: image4.jpg]



Photo: CPA Wales Delegates Janet Ryder AM (Chair), Rosemary Butler AM (Branch Vice President) and Mohammad Asghar AM, taken during a conference Plenary session.
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Photo: Jenny Randerson AM, Chairing a Plenary session.
(Photographed with Tynwald Clerk, Mr Roger Phillips)
8. Conference Speakers and Presentations

POSSIBILITIES
Speaker: Mr Dave Coplin, National Technology Officer, Microsoft UK 

RIGHTS
Speakers: 
Mr Christopher Graham, UK Information Commissioner     
Mr Iain McDonald, Isle of Man Data Protection Supervisor 

CHALLENGES

Speaker: Mr Tony Collins, Freelance Journalist and former executive 
editor of Computer Weekly magazine 

All conference presentations and associated documents can be accessed here (click relevant “session” to enlarge menu):   
 http://extranet.tynwald.org.im/CPA/BIMR2010/Presentations/Forms/AllItems.aspx
9. Meeting of the CWP
The recently elected Regional CWP Representative Hon. Justine Caruana MP (Malta) had unfortunately been unable to attend the conference. However, the women delegates present at the conference held an informal meeting on 12 May. Amongst the subjects discussed had been human trafficking. The meeting had requested that CWP meetings be included as part of the formal agenda for future Regional Conferences. As part of the AGM, supplementary papers collated by Justine Caruana from the Scottish Parliament and National Assembly for Wales were distributed highlighting the gender balance and positive efforts to promote the role of women in democracy in their respective legislatures.  
10. AGM
The Regional AGM was Chaired by the CPA Wales Branch Chair, Janet Ryder AM. Full Minutes of the BIMR AGM which took place on 13 May are attached (Appendix 3). Of particular significance was that this meeting saw the unanimous approval of the BIMR “Enhancing Governance” paper to be put forward for consideration by the wider Association. This was seen as a very positive development and was very much welcomed by the CPA Wales delegation who had long been proactive in arguing for the need for the CPA to be as accountable an organisation as possible and had participated in and Chaired  the working group established at the 2009 BIMR conference held in the States of Guernsey.
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Photo: Janet Ryder AM, Chairing the BIMR AGM
(to her right, Mr Andrew Tuggey, Secretary to the Region)

11. Summary and Conclusion
The conferences provided an interesting discussion on the theme of Technology and Democracy within the contexts of possibilities, rights and challenges and had delivered stimulating and often powerful presentations by very knowledgeable and high profile expert speakers giving much food for thought. This theme was considered to be of great interest to the CPA Wales delegation, as the National Assembly for Wales continues to embrace the use of technology within its democracy. Furthermore, it was very timely as it coincided with the release of the Assembly’s e-democracy strategy.

There was much for the Wales delegates to take away and consider from the conference, including an interesting first hand experience of Tynwald’s Voice Recognition Software, which naturally led to discussions of how such a similar system might be applied in the National Assembly for Wales.

The conference had also provided an excellent opportunity for the National Assembly to showcase its own impressive credentials within the field of e-democracy – particular examples which had been highlighted, discussed and well received by the conference delegates included:
· The Assembly’s openness, accessibility and strong citizen engagement through technology such as its system of e-petitions

· The National Assembly’s Outreach Bus – the workshop on Possibilities had heard how the Assembly had used its Outreach Bus in an innovative way to travel throughout Wales and gather video evidence from Welsh citizens who had been affected by flooding. This evidence was then collated and a representative selection presented during plenary in the Senedd Siambr as part of a debate on the Flooding Enquiry. 
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Photo: Conference delegates given a demonstration of Tynwald’s Voice Recognition Software.
Hospitality
The BIMR conference operates on a reciprocal rotational basis, the host Branch being responsible for hotel accommodation, local transport and hospitality.  The CPA Wales delegation wishes to acknowledge the generous hospitality offered to them by the Host Branch, and in particular:

President of Tynwald: The Hon Noel Q Cringle OBE MLC
Speaker of the House: The Hon Stephen C Rodan BSc MR Pharm S SHK
Lieutenant Governor, His Excellency Vice Admiral Sir Paul Haddacks KCB
The Isle of Man CPA Branch Chair: Mrs Clare Christian MLC
Clerk of Tynwald: Mr Roger I S Phillips LLB
Deputy Clerk of Tynwald: Mr Jonathan King MA, DPhil, LRSM
and the many conference assistants, with special thanks to
Miss Kirree Ronan.


Branch Secretariat
August 2010


Links to Appendices:
Appendix 1 – Conference Programme

http://extranet.tynwald.org.im/CPA/BIMR2010/Lists/Programme/Programme.aspx

Appendix 2 – BIMR 2010, Summary of Proceedings
http://extranet.tynwald.org.im/CPA/BIMR2010/Presentations/BIMR_May2010_SummaryofProceedings.pdf 
Appendix 3 - BIMR AGM Minutes
http://www.assemblywales.org/20100610_minutes_of_bimr_agm_2010.pdf
Endnotes:
(1) The Commonwealth Parliamentary Association is an international inter-parliamentary organisation. Further information about the CPA may be found at http://www.cpahq.org and about the Wales Branch at http://www.assemblywales.org/abthome/abt-nafw/abt-assembly-inernational/abt-international-cpa.htm 
(Please note that this site is currently under development)
(2) The British Islands and Mediterranean Region grouping comprises Alderney, Cyprus, the Falkland Islands, Gibraltar, Guernsey, the Isle of Man, Jersey, Northern Ireland, Scotland, St Helena, the UK and Wales.

(3) The CPA Wales Branch last hosted the BIMR Conference in 2002. It has committed to hosting the BIMR Conference next in 2014.
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