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Gofyn i’r Gweinidog Diwylliant a Chwaraeon
To ask the Minister for Culture and Sport

Rhodri Glyn Thomas (Dwyrain Caerfyrddin a Dinefwr): A wnaiff y Gweinidog ddatganiad am pryd y bydd adroddiad Chwaraeon Cymru yn dilyn yr archwiliad o Gymdeithas Bocsio Amatur Cymru yn cael ei gyhoeddi? (WAQ65386)

Rhodri Glyn Thomas (Carmarthen East and Dinefwr): Will the Minister make a statement on when the Sport Wales report following the audit of the Welsh Amateur Boxing Association will be published? (WAQ65386)

Rhodri Glyn Thomas (Dwyrain Caerfyrddin a Dinefwr): A wnaiff y Gweinidog gyhoeddi’r costau a wynebodd Chwaraeon Cymru wrth gynnal archwiliad o Gymdeithas Bocsio Amatur Cymru? (WAQ65387)

Rhodri Glyn Thomas (Carmarthen East and Dinefwr): Will the Minister publish the costs to Sport Wales for undertaking an audit of the Welsh Amateur Boxing Association? (WAQ65387)

Rhodri Glyn Thomas (Dwyrain Caerfyrddin a Dinefwr): Pa drafodaethau y mae’r Gweinidog wedi’u cael gyda Chwaraeon Cymru ynghylch archwiliad y sefydliad o Gymdeithas Bocsio Amatur Cymru? (WAQ65388)

Rhodri Glyn Thomas (Carmarthen East and Dinefwr): What discussions has the Minister had with Sport Wales regarding the organisation's audit of the Wales Amateur Boxing Association? (WAQ65388)
Derbyniwyd ateb i’w gyhoeddi ar 20 Medi 2013

Answer received for publication on 20 September 2013

The Minister for Culture and Sport (John Griffiths): The audit report commissioned by Sport Wales on behalf of Welsh Government, Sport Wales and Welsh Amateur Boxing Association (WABA) was presented to WABA board members during a meeting held on 29th August, chaired by Sport Wales. The report will remain confidential until Sport Wales and WABA have agreed an action plan that will enable WABA to meet all of the report’s recommendations. Copies of the report (appropriately redacted to meet Data Protection requirements) will be available on request from Sport Wales after the action plan has been agreed. The cost of undertaking the audit report was £40k, which Sport Wales will seek to recover from the Welsh Amateur Boxing Association over a period of time.  

My officials continue to work closely with Sport Wales and I have asked for regular progress reports.      
Gofyn i’r Gweinidog Cymunedau a Threchu Tlodi

To ask the Minister for Communities and Tackling Poverty
Angela Burns (Gorllewin Caerfyrddin a De Sir Benfro): O gofio bod 89% o’r cynigion ar gyfer gofal plant mewn lleoliad gofal plant Dechrau’n Deg wedi’u derbyn yn 2012-13, a wnaiff y Gweinidog ddatgelu a yw’r rhesymau dros beidio â derbyn lle yn cael eu cofnodi ac, os ydynt, beth oedd y rhesymau hynny? (WAQ65407)

Angela Burns (Carmarthen West and South Pembrokeshire): Given that in 2012-13 89% of offers of childcare in a Flying Start childcare setting were taken up; will the Minister disclose if the reasons for non-acceptance are recorded, and if so, what were those reasons? (WAQ65407)
Derbyniwyd ateb i’w gyhoeddi ar 20 Medi 2013

Answer received for publication on 20 September 2013

The Minister for Communities and Tackling Poverty (Vaughan Gething): The Welsh Government monitors Flying Start through the collection of management data on a termly basis from each local authority. The financial year 2012 -13 was the first year for collection of this data.
We do not routinely ask local authorities to collect the reasons given for non-acceptance of places offered. Where this information has been provided by parents/ carers the reasons for not wishing to take up the childcare offer include:

•
They already have childcare in place

•
They do not require the support

•
They feel that it is too young to start childcare at age 2. 

Flying Start is aimed at some of our most disadvantaged and high-need families. Some of the families can be mobile, moving in and out of Flying Start catchment areas. Such factors can also impact on acceptance of childcare places.

We have built into our evaluation process further examination of the reasons for non take-up.

Gofyn i Weinidog yr Economi, Gwyddoniaeth a Thrafnidiaeth

To ask the Minister for Economy, Science and Transport
Nick Ramsay (Mynwy): A wnaiff y Gweinidog bennu dyddiad ar gyfer ei hymateb i’r ymgynghoriad ar Ryddhad Ardrethi Busnes i Elusennau a Mentrau Cymdeithasol a ddaeth i ben ym mis Mehefin? (WAQ65377)

Nick Ramsay (Monmouth): Will the Minister specify a date when she will respond to the Business Rate Relief for Charities and Social Enterprises consultation which closed in June? (WAQ65377)
Derbyniwyd ateb i’w gyhoeddi ar 20 Medi 2013

Answer received for publication on 20 September 2013

The Minister for Economy, Science and Transport (Edwina Hart): I will make a Statement to Plenary on 24 September.  

Eluned Parrott (Canol De Cymru): Yn y Rhaglen Cyfleoedd Masnach Ryngwladol, fesul rhanbarth, pryd cafodd y Briff Prosiect cyntaf ei anfon at gontractwyr er mwyn iddynt lunio Cynlluniau Prosiect? (WAQ65394)

Eluned Parrott (South Wales Central): In the International Trade Opportunities Programme, on a region by region basis, when was the first Project Brief forwarded to contractors for them to produce Project Plans? (WAQ65394)
Derbyniwyd ateb i’w gyhoeddi ar 20 Medi 2013

Answer received for publication on 20 September 2013

Edwina Hart: By region, the first project plans were forwarded to contractors as follows: 

•
North Wales - October 2012

•
Mid Wales - January 2013

•
South East Wales - October 2012

•
South West Wales - January 2013

Eluned Parrott (Canol De Cymru): Yn y Rhaglen Cyfleoedd Masnach Ryngwladol, fesul rhanbarth, sawl Briff Prosiect sydd wedi cael ei anfon ers dechrau’r rhaglen at gontractwyr er mwyn iddynt lunio Cynlluniau Prosiect? (WAQ65395)

Eluned Parrott (South Wales Central): In the International Trade Opportunities Programme, on a region by region basis, how many Project Briefs have been forwarded to contractors for them to produce Project Plans since the start of the programme? (WAQ65395)

Eluned Parrott (Canol De Cymru): Yn y Rhaglen Cyfleoedd Masnach Ryngwladol, fesul rhanbarth, sawl Briff Prosiect a anfonwyd at gontractwyr ers dechrau'r rhaglen sydd wedi arwain at o leiaf un contractiwr yn cyflwyno Cynllun Prosiect? (WAQ65396)

Eluned Parrott (South Wales Central): In the International Trade Opportunities Programme, on a region by region basis, how many Project Briefs forwarded to contractors since the start of the programme have resulted in a Project Plan being submitted from at least one contractor? (WAQ65396)

Derbyniwyd ateb i’w gyhoeddi ar 20 Medi 2013

Answer received for publication on 20 September 2013

Edwina Hart: In total, since the start of the programme, 79 project briefs have been forwarded to contractors. Of these 79 project briefs, 78 resulted in a project plan being submitted from at least one contractor. These are broken down across the regions as follows:
[image: image1.emf]Region

Project Briefs 

forwarded to 

contractors

Project Briefs 

resulting in an 

project plan

Mid Wales 9 9

North Wales 14 14

South East Wales 50 49

South West Wales 6 6

Total 79 78


Eluned Parrott (Canol De Cymru): Yn y Rhaglen Cyfleoedd Masnach Ryngwladol, fesul rhanbarth, faint o brosiectau sydd wedi cael eu cymeradwyo ac sydd wedi cael eu rhoi ar waith? (WAQ65397)

Eluned Parrott (South Wales Central): In the International Trade Opportunities Programme, on a region by region basis, how many projects have been approved and have gone ahead? (WAQ65397)

Derbyniwyd ateb i’w gyhoeddi ar 20 Medi 2013

Answer received for publication on 20 September 2013

Edwina Hart: In total, 43 projects have been approved and have gone ahead. This is broken down across the regions as follows:

•
Mid Wales - 6

•
South East Wales - 26

•
South West Wales - 4

•
North Wales - 7

18 projects are currently waiting for approval to proceed.
Eluned Parrott (Canol De Cymru): Yng nghyllidebau 2012-2013 a 2013-2014 Llywodraeth Cymru, faint o arian a gafodd ei ddyrannu ar gyfer y Rhaglen Cyfleoedd Masnach Ryngwladol, faint o’r arian hwnnw a wariwyd yn 2012-2013 a faint sydd wedi cael ei wario hyd yn hyn yn 2013-2014? (WAQ65398)

Eluned Parrott (South Wales Central): In the 2012-2013 and 2013-2014 Welsh Government budgets, how much money was allocated for the International Trade Opportunities Programme and how much of it was spent/has been spent to date? (WAQ65398)
Derbyniwyd ateb i’w gyhoeddi ar 05 Medi 2013

Answer received for publication on 05 September 2013

Edwina Hart: The current International Trade Opportunities (ITO) programme commenced on 1 October 2012. Prior to this, the programme operated in a different manner. 

From 1 October 2012, the budget allocated to the ITO Programme was £130,000; of which £44,376 was spent. In 2013-14, the budget allocation for the ITO Programme is £651,000. At the end of August 2013, £94,338 had been spent.
Gofyn i’r Gweinidog Addysg a Sgiliau

To ask the Minister for Education and Skills
Aled Roberts (Gogledd Cymru): Sut mae’r Gweinidog yn asesu effeithiolrwydd Unedau Cyfeirio Disgyblion? (WAQ65365)

Aled Roberts (North Wales): How does the Minister assess the effectiveness of Pupil Referral Units? (WAQ65365)
Derbyniwyd ateb i’w gyhoeddi ar 05 Medi 2013

Answer received for publication on 05 September 2013

The Minister for Education and Skills (Huw Lewis): Pupil Referral Units are inspected by the school’s inspectorate, Estyn, as part of its inspection programme.  

In 2011, my officials commissioned Edinburgh University to undertake an evaluation of education provision for children and young people educated outside the school setting. The report, which was published earlier this year, makes a number of recommendations for improving the effectiveness of Pupil Referral Units. My officials are considering how those recommendations will be taken forward.

Aled Roberts (Gogledd Cymru): Pa newidiadau sydd wedi’u gwneud i’r cwricwlwm mewn Unedau Cyfeirio Disgyblion ers arolwg Estyn ac adroddiadau 2011 a 2012? (WAQ65366)

Aled Roberts (North Wales): What changes have been made to the curriculum in Pupil Referral Units since the Estyn survey and report of 2011 and 2012? (WAQ65366)
Derbyniwyd ateb i’w gyhoeddi ar 05 Medi 2013

Answer received for publication on 05 September 2013

Huw Lewis: The survey undertaken by Estyn focused on the wellbeing and behaviour management of learners in PRUs. While it did not contain any recommendations as far as the curriculum is concerned, my officials are considering the findings of the Edinburgh University report on the ‘Evaluation of education provision for children and young people educated outside the school setting’ which recommends the identification and dissemination of good quality curriculum provision.

Aled Roberts (Gogledd Cymru): Pa ymateb roddodd Llywodraeth Cymru i adroddiad Estyn yn 2012 ar Unedau Cyfeirio Disgyblion? (WAQ65367)

Aled Roberts (North Wales): What response did the Welsh Government make to the 2012 Estyn report on Pupil Referral Units? (WAQ65367)
Derbyniwyd ateb i’w gyhoeddi ar 05 Medi 2013

Answer received for publication on 05 September 2013

Huw Lewis: The Welsh Government response to Estyn’s report and its recommendations can be found at 

http://wales.gov.uk/topics/educationandskills/schoolshome/raisingstandards/estynremit/estynreports/surveypru/;jsessionid=A462E30B68D0593E6942F3F4286874E6?lang=en
Aled Roberts (Gogledd Cymru): Pa agweddau ar addysgu mewn Unedau Cyfeirio Disgyblion fydd yn cael eu hystyried o dan yr adolygiad presennol o’r cwricwlwm? (WAQ65368)

Aled Roberts (North Wales): What aspects of teaching in Pupil Referral Units will be considered under the current curriculum review? (WAQ65368)

Derbyniwyd ateb i’w gyhoeddi ar 05 Medi 2013

Answer received for publication on 05 September 2013

Huw Lewis: The review of the National Curriculum in Wales provides the opportunity to look at the wider assessment arrangements which operate in schools and pupil referral units, ensuring that our expectations of content and skills development are suitably robust and sufficiently demanding and in line with the expectations of the Literacy and Numeracy Framework.

Like schools, pupil referral units should offer a broad and balanced curriculum. Local authorities and pupil referral units should allow for sufficient curriculum flexibility to address pupils’ individual needs.

Aled Roberts (Gogledd Cymru): Pa drafodaethau y mae’r Gweinidog wedi’u cael gyda gweithwyr addysg proffesiynol ynghylch y ffaith bod bron i un o bob pedwar disgybl yng Nghymru wedi’u dynodi’n ddisgyblion ag anghenion addysgol arbennig (Canlyniadau Cyfrifiad Ysgolion 2013)?  (WAQ65369)

Aled Roberts (North Wales): What discussions has the Minister had with education professionals regarding the fact that almost one in four pupils in Wales have been identified as having special educational needs (School Census Results 2013)?  (WAQ65369)
Derbyniwyd ateb i’w gyhoeddi ar 05 Medi 2013

Answer received for publication on 05 September 2013

Huw Lewis: The Welsh Government wants all pupils to be supported to enable them to achieve their potential. Through existing statutory duties and future reform of the current SEN legal framework, we aim to ensure that education providers are best placed to deliver high quality educational provision to these learners.
Information on the number of pupils with SEN in maintained schools, by type of school and major need has been published for a number of years and indicates that learners with additional needs are being identified and supported.  Early identification and provision of support is the key to ensuring that children with SEN achieve their potential.   

We continue to consider the ways in which we can improve the system of identifying and providing support for children and young people with special educational needs and are working with educational professionals on developing proposals to do this.
Ann Jones (Dyffryn Clwyd): A wnaiff y Gweinidog nodi pa arweiniad a roddir i ysgolion ac awdurdodau lleol i sicrhau bod y pwnc perthnasoedd o’r-un-rhyw yn cael ei addysgu ochr yn ochr â pherthnasoedd heterorywiol? (WAQ65374)   

Ann Jones (Vale of Clwyd): Will the Minister outline what guidance is given to schools and local authorities to ensure that same-sex relationships are taught alongside heterosexual relationships? (WAQ65374)  
Derbyniwyd ateb i’w gyhoeddi ar 05 Medi 2013

Answer received for publication on 05 September 2013

Huw Lewis: The Welsh Government recognises that sex education is an important part of growing up and has issued the guidance, Sex and relationships education in schools Circular 19/2010 to schools and local authorities.
This guidance is intended to help teachers make sure that different views are presented in a balanced way in the classroom, irrespective of their personal beliefs. Head teachers must not allow any teacher to promote one sided views when teaching. 

In order for Wales to develop and grow as a nation it is vital that we promote equality amongst our people. This starts in schools with our young people being taught tolerance and acceptance.  The school curriculum in Wales must be delivered in broad and balanced manner and looks to equip all learners with the information they need regarding relationships in all their forms. The context for exploring the many aspects of sexuality is that of responsible, appropriate and healthy personal relationships. Teachers should deal with sexual orientation honestly, sensitively and in a non-judgemental way.  The needs of every learner must be met and schools should encourage open discussion, promote inclusion and challenge inequalities.

Under the Single Equality Duty defined in the Equality Act 2010, schools and local authorities, in the ‘provision of their service’, cannot discriminate against learners on the grounds of race, gender, disability, religion/belief, sexual orientation, pregnancy/maternity, gender identity and/or age.  

Schools should offer support and guidance to all learners, particularly lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender learners and learners who feel uncertain about expressing their sexuality.
Ann Jones (Dyffryn Clwyd): Pa arweiniad y mae Llywodraeth Cymru yn ei roi i awdurdodau lleol i sicrhau bod nodweddion gwarchodedig, yn enwedig cyfeiriadedd rhywiol, yn cael eu cynnwys yn eu polisïau addysg rhyw a chydberthynas (SRE)? (WAQ65375)

Ann Jones (Vale of Clwyd): What guidance does the Welsh Government give to local authorities to ensure inclusion of protected characteristics, particularly sexual orientation, in their SRE policies? (WAQ65375)
Derbyniwyd ateb i’w gyhoeddi ar 05 Medi 2013

Answer received for publication on 05 September 2013

Huw Lewis: The main guidance issued by the Welsh Government is as follows:
•
The non-statutory Personal and social education framework for 7 to 19 year olds in Wales is the key document which schools and local authorities should use to review and develop their SRE programmes and policies. My department has also issued guidance circular Sex and relationships education in schools (Welsh Assembly Government Circular No. 0019/2010) to all schools and local authorities which is designed to provide definitive advice about the teaching of relationships that best needs of their learners.

•
The Sexual Health and Wellbeing in Wales Action Plan, 2010–2015 reinforces the Welsh Government’s commitment that everyone deserves equal access to sexual health information regardless of age, race, disability, gender, sexual orientation or religion. 

•
The guidance set out in Welsh Assembly Government Circular No: 005/2008 the Safeguarding Children in Education – The role of local authorities and governing bodies under the Education Act 2002, forms part of the Welsh Government’s broader framework for safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children. 

The key overarching legislation in place includes:

•
Sections 406 and 407 of the Education Act 1996 make it clear that headteachers, governing bodies and local authorities forbids the promotion of partisan political views in the teaching of any subject. 

•
The Single Equality Duty defined in the Equality Act 2010, schools and local authorities, in the ‘provision of their service’, is very clear on inclusion of protected characteristics. Schools and local authorities cannot discriminate against learners on the grounds of race, gender, disability, religion/belief, sexual orientation, pregnancy/maternity, gender identity and/or age.

•
The public sector Equality Duty came into force across Great Britain on 5 April 2011 and this means that public bodies have to consider all individuals when carrying out their day-to-day work – in shaping policy, in delivering services and in relation to their own employees.
Ann Jones (Dyffryn Clwyd): A wnaiff y Gweinidog ddarparu manylion unrhyw gynlluniau i’r dyfodol a thrafodaethau y mae wedi’u cael o ran sicrhau bod polisïau addysg rhyw a chydberthynas ysgolion yn gydnaws â fframweithiau deddfwriaethol cyfredol? (WAQ65376)

Ann Jones (Vale of Clwyd): Will the Minister provide details of any discussions and any future plans he has had with regards to ensuring that schools SRE policies are up-to-date with current legislative frameworks? (WAQ65376)
Derbyniwyd ateb i’w gyhoeddi ar 05 Medi 2013

Answer received for publication on 05 September 2013

Huw Lewis: I will be reminding schools and governing bodies in the DYSG newsletter that is issued to all schools in Wales (September 2nd edition) that they must make and keep an up-to-date written statement of their policy with regard to the provision of sex and relationship education. 

The policy must also include a statement about parents’ rights to withdraw their child from sex education.

I will be reminding them via the newsletter that where sex education is provided, headteachers and governing bodies must have regard to Welsh Government guidance and to the Equality Act.

The Welsh Assembly Government Circular No. 0019/2010 clearly notes that school SRE policy should:

•
outline the school’s vision of SRE and should state the aims and expected outcomes of the school’s SRE programme clearly

•
describe how the programme is managed and organised, and how it forms part of the school’s personal and social education(PSE) provision

•
outline how the programme is delivered, the teaching approaches and resources used and who is responsible for providing them

•
set out the content of the SRE programme for each year group, summarising when key themes should be introduced and how potentially sensitive issues should be dealt with

•
describe how the SRE programme meets the needs of all learners

•
describe how school policies on confidentiality, safeguarding and child protection relate to SRE

•
explain how learners will be given guidance about where they can obtain confidential advice, counselling and, where necessary, treatment

•
specify how the views of learners will be sought and describe how the school will work with parents/carers and include a statement about parents’ rights to withdraw their child from sex education

•
summarise how health professionals and external agencies are involved in the SRE programme and say how SRE is monitored and evaluated, specifying the means and timescale for regular review.

Following the recent press articles, I have personally written to two schools in Wales regarding the sex and relationship provision within their school, specifically about the teaching of homosexuality.  

Angela Burns (Gorllewin Caerfyrddin a De Sir Benfro): Sawl ysgol sydd wedi cau yng Nghymru er mis Rhagfyr 2009 a sawl un o'r rhain a gaewyd o ganlyniad i bolisi Llywodraeth Cymru i leihau lleoedd gwag? (WAQ65408)

Angela Burns (Carmarthen West and South Pembrokeshire): How many schools have closed in Wales since December 2009 and how many of these were a result of the Welsh Government’s policy to reduce surplus places? (WAQ65408)
Derbyniwyd ateb i’w gyhoeddi ar 05 Medi 2013

Answer received for publication on 05 September 2013

Huw Lewis: I know of no schools that have closed solely in order to reduce surplus places, although the presence of excessive surplus places in a school or locality has often been an indicator that a review of provision is necessary. Excessive numbers of unused places, with as a result an excessive numbers of schools, mean that resources are tied up unproductively.
Our policy on school organisation makes it clear that proposals for changes in the organisation of schools must be seen against the background of the Welsh Government’s long standing commitment to drive up standards of teaching and attainment in all schools, and increase school effectiveness. 

Welsh Government guidance on school organisation proposals (Circular 21/2009) sets out the policy context and general principles for reviewing the provision of school places. The prime consideration for local authorities when considering a specific proposal to reorganise schools is its effect on educational standards. 

From 1st January 2010, 61 schools have closed with pupils transferring to other existing schools. 

There were a number of other reorganisations where pupils either remained in the same buildings or transferred to new schools, often in the same premises. 

•
81 nursery, infant and junior schools closed to be replaced by 35 primary schools. 

•
A primary and secondary school closed to be replaced by a school for pupils with an age range of 3 to19.

•
2 primary schools and 2 secondary schools closed to be replaced by a school for pupils with an age range of 3 to 16

•
2 secondary schools closed to be replaced by 1 new secondary school. 

You may wish to note that between January 2010 and January 2012, the number of surplus places across Wales reduced by 2,995 places (from 98,592 to 95,597). 

Since I gave this answer the following schools have also closed. 

11 schools have closed with pupils transferring to other existing schools. 

There were a number of other reorganisations where pupils either remained in the same buildings or transferred to new schools, often in the same premises. 

•
8 nursery, infant and junior schools closed to be replaced by 4 primary schools. 

•
3 primary schools closed to be replaced by a new primary school

•
2 primary schools closed to be replaced by a new primary school
Gofyn i'r Gweinidog Cyllid

To ask the Minister for Finance
Antoinette Sandbach (Gogledd Cymru): Ymhellach i’r ateb i WAQ60245, a wnaiff y Gweinidog ddarparu'r wybodaeth ddiweddaraf am berfformiad Llywodraeth Cymru ynghylch caffael bwyd a diod o Gymru yn fewnol yn y cyfnod ers mis Hydref 2011? (WAQ65406)

Antoinette Sandbach (North Wales): Further to the answer to WAQ60245, will the Minister provide and update on the Welsh Government’s performance concerning in-house procurement of Welsh food and drink in the period since October 2011? (WAQ65406)
Derbyniwyd ateb i’w gyhoeddi ar 05 Medi 2013

Answer received for publication on 05 September 2013

The Minister for Finance (Jane Hutt): The Welsh Government’s All Wales Catering Contract (AWCC) awarded to Compass Group - Eurest Services in March 2009 continues to demonstrate improvement in relation to the procurement of Welsh food and drink.   
The up-dated position at the end of July 2013 is as follows:

Number of Welsh suppliers – 91 (an increase of 19.74% from the position of 76 in 2011)

Number of Welsh products – 366 (an increase of 16.19% from 315 in 2011)
Gofyn i’r Gweinidog Iechyd a Gwasanaethau Cymdeithasol

To ask the Minister for Health and Social Services
Darren Millar (Gorllewin Clwyd): A yw’r Gweinidog wedi gwerthuso’r effaith y bydd penderfyniad interim y Cyd-bwyllgor ar Imiwneiddio a Brechu ynghylch y brechlyn meningococcal B yn ei chael ar 

a) cleifion yng Nghymru a  

b) GIG Cymru, 

o gofio y bydd un o bob tri a fydd yn gwella o lid yr ymennydd yn dioddef anableddau hirdymor ac ôl-effeithiau? (WAQ65370)     

Darren Millar (Clwyd West): Has the Minister evaluated the impact that the Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) interim decision on the meningococcal B vaccine will have on 

a) patients in Wales and 

b) NHS Wales, 

given that one in three meningitis survivors will suffer long-term disabilities and after-effects? (WAQ65370)  

Derbyniwyd ateb i’w gyhoeddi ar 20 Medi 2013

Answer received for publication on 20 September 2013

The Minister for Health and Social Services (Mark Drakeford): JCVI is seeking views on its interim position statement from organisations that provided evidence to it. This consultation will last until 3 September 2013. JCVI will then discuss the outcome of the consultation at its meeting on 2 October 2013 before finalising its statement in November, and publishing it.
In its statement, JCVI concluded that there were limitations in the evidence currently available about the vaccine’s effectiveness, such as how well it protects against the serious illness which MenB infection can cause; how long it provide protection against MenB infection; and whether it stops MenB bacteria spreading from person to person. 

JCVI considered that the general health loss generated by the transfer of NHS resources to a meningitis B immunisation programme was likely to exceed the health gain. In other words the introduction of a programme would lead to a reduction in the overall health of the population.

Welsh Government has previously accepted the expert advice from JCVI on matters of immunisation developments. We expect it will continue to do so in the future. 

I realise that JCVI’s interim statement will be disappointing to many people, as meningococcal B infection is an important cause of bacterial meningitis and septicaemia in the UK. However, it is important that decisions about the introduction of new vaccines into the national immunisation programme are based on evidence of their effectiveness, safety and cost-effectiveness compared to other healthcare interventions.

I will continue to monitor events on this issue closely as I also wish to see the implementation of effective prevention of this infection.
Darren Millar (Gorllewin Clwyd): A wnaiff y Gweinidog gadarnhau a fydd yr Adran Iechyd a Gwasanaethau Cymdeithasol ac Iechyd Cyhoeddus Cymru yn cwrdd, naill ar wahân neu gyda'i gilydd, i drafod argymhelliad interim y Cyd-bwyllgor ar Imiwneiddio a Brechu ynghylch y brechlyn meningococcal B?  (WAQ65371)

Darren Millar (Clwyd West): Will the Minister confirm whether the Department for Health and Social Services and Public Health Wales will be meeting, either separately or together, to discuss the interim recommendation from the JCVI on the meningococcal B vaccine? (WAQ65371)
Derbyniwyd ateb i’w gyhoeddi ar 20 Medi 2013

Answer received for publication on 20 September 2013

Mark Drakeford: Officials from the Department for Health and Social Services and Public Health Wales have met to discuss the interim recommendation. They also attend JCVI meetings and are in regular contact with other members of JCVI.
This issue will be also be discussed at the Wales Immunisation Group meeting and officials will be meeting with Meningitis Research Foundation and Meningitis Trust/ Meningitis UK. 

We await the outcome of the work being undertaken by the Department of Health in England to address the issues raised.
Darren Millar (Gorllewin Clwyd): A wnaiff y Gweinidog gyhoeddi manylion dadansoddiad cost-effeithiolrwydd y Cyd-bwyllgor ar Imiwneiddio a Brechu ar y brechlyn Bexsero ar gyfer llid yr ymennydd B? (WAQ65372)

Darren Millar (Clwyd West): Will the Minister publish the details of the JCVI cost effectiveness analysis on the meningitis B vaccine, Bexsero? (WAQ65372)
Derbyniwyd ateb i’w gyhoeddi ar 20 Medi 2013

Answer received for publication on 20 September 2013

Mark Drakeford: The cost effectiveness study considered by JCVI was produced by the University of Bristol and the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine.  The authors are preparing the study for publication in the peer-reviewed scientific literature. Thus, decisions about publication do not rest with the Welsh Government.
Darren Millar (Gorllewin Clwyd): Pa drafodaethau y mae’r Adran Iechyd a Gwasanaethau Cymdeithasol wedi’u cael gyda’r Ysgrifennydd Gwladol dros Iechyd i ddeall goblygiadau penderfyniad interim y Cyd-bwyllgor ar Imiwneiddio a Brechu ynghylch y brechlyn meningococcal B ar gleifion, yn enwedig plant ac oedolion ifanc yng Nghymru? (WAQ65373)

Darren Millar (Clwyd West): What discussions has the Department for Health and Social Services had with the Secretary of State for Health to understand the implications on patients, and in particular children and young adults in Wales, of the JCVI’s interim decision on the meningococcal B vaccine? (WAQ65373)

Derbyniwyd ateb i’w gyhoeddi ar 20 Medi 2013

Answer received for publication on 20 September 2013

Mark Drakeford: The Department of Health and Social Services has not held discussions with the Secretary of State for Health on this matter.  As health is devolved the Secretary of State for Health does not hold responsibility for the health of people in Wales.  It is felt that the expertise of the JCVI provides the detailed information required.
Andrew RT Davies (Canol De Cymru): Pa weithdrefnau monitro sydd gan Lywodraeth Cymru ar waith i fesur effeithlonrwydd ac effeithiolrwydd ymateb pob Bwrdd Iechyd i gwynion? (WAQ65383)

Andrew RT Davies (South Wales Central): What monitoring procedures does the Welsh Government have in place to measure the efficiency and effectiveness of each Health Board's response to complaints and grievances? (WAQ65383)

Derbyniwyd ateb i’w gyhoeddi ar 05 Medi 2013

Answer received for publication on 05 September 2013

Mark Drakeford: The Putting Things Right Regulations require each Health Board and Trust to publish and make available an annual report on their management of concerns. This will also be summarised in their Annual Quality Statement which they are now required to publish, setting out their learning and improvements. The 2012/13 Annual Quality Statements will be published by 30 September 2013. The Welsh Government will then work with NHS organisations through the NHS Wales Quality Forum to identify any improvements for future years. 

The NHS Welsh Risk Pool Services undertake an annual assessment of the effectiveness of concerns handling in line with the requirements of Putting Things Right and the associated regulations. It is anticipated that the All-Wales findings will be available shortly. The Community Health Council advocacy service also provides feedback as does the Public Services Ombudsman for Wales. As was the case last year, we will be holding a pan Wales workshop later this year to bring all these elements together and share best practice.  

The Welsh Government is working with NHS organisations to finalise a revised statistical return on ‘concerns’ in line with the requirements set out in the regulations. In the meantime, all NHS organisations present and publish their data on concerns through their annual report.
Darren Millar (Gorllewin Clwyd): Beth y mae’r Gweinidog yn ei wneud i wella ymwybyddiaeth staff gofal iechyd ar y rheng flaen o’r clefyd dementia? (WAQ65384)

Darren Millar (Clwyd West): What is the Minister doing to improve awareness of dementia amongst front line healthcare staff? (WAQ65384)

Derbyniwyd ateb i’w gyhoeddi ar 05 Medi 2013

Answer received for publication on 05 September 2013

Mark Drakeford: Both the Dementia Vision for Wales and Together for Mental Health recognise the importance of raising awareness of dementia and improving the training made available to those delivering care.

The Dementia Services Developmental Centre (DSDC) was awarded £250,000 for the period December 2010 to September 2012 to review, develop and deliver training to a wide range of individuals and organisations, including staff in care homes, primary care and hospital settings, and families and carers.  

Primary care services perform an especially crucial role as the first port of call.  Accordingly, we have commissioned the Wales Mental Health in Primary Care Network to this year develop a suite of interactive training materials to bolster the understanding and improve the sensitivity of GPs, practice managers, nurses and receptionists.  This training will be delivered under the Directed Enhanced Service, a mechanism which is designed to engage the whole practice team and improve their understanding of patient wants and needs.  

We continue to support the social care workforce by working with the Care Council for Wales to develop competence-based qualifications.
Antoinette Sandbach (Gogledd Cymru): Ymhellach i WAQ64320, a wnaiff y Gweinidog ddarparu’r wybodaeth ddiweddaraf am amserlen gweithredu'r prawf sgrinio cyfun ar gyfer Syndrom Down, y dylid fod wedi cytuno arni erbyn diwedd Ebrill 2013? (WAQ65385)

Antoinette Sandbach (North Wales): Further to WAQ64320, will the Minister provide an update on the timetable implementation of the combined Down's syndrome screening test, which was due to be agreed by the end of April 2013? (WAQ65385)

Derbyniwyd ateb i’w gyhoeddi ar 20 Medi 2013

Answer received for publication on 20 September 2013

Mark Drakeford: Public Health Wales is continuing to work closely with health boards towards implementation of this screening test. Health board implementation plans have been requested by the end of September 2013. I expect the screening test to be rolled out during the first half of 2014.

Kirsty Williams (Brycheiniog a Sir Faesyfed): Sawl claf o Gymru sydd wedi teithio dramor bob blwyddyn i gael triniaeth yn ystod y pum mlynedd diwethaf? (WAQ65403)

Kirsty Williams (Brecon and Radnorshire): How many Welsh patients have travelled abroad for treatment each year in the past five years? (WAQ65403)
Derbyniwyd ateb i’w gyhoeddi ar 20 Medi 2013

Answer received for publication on 20 September 2013

Mark Drakeford: This information is not held centrally but can be obtained directly from Local Health Boards.
Kirsty Williams (Brycheiniog a Sir Faesyfed): Pa gamau y mae’r Gweinidog wedi’u cymryd o ran codi ymwybyddiaeth ar gyfer cleifion a staff y GIG yng nghyswllt ‘Cyfarwyddeb 2011/24/EU’? (WAQ65404)

Kirsty Williams (Brecon and Radnorshire): What actions has the Minister taken with regards to raising awareness for patients and NHS staff with regards to 'Directive 2011/24/EU'? (WAQ65404)
Kirsty Williams (Brycheiniog a Sir Faesyfed): O ran ‘Cyfarwyddeb 2011/24/EU’ sydd i fod yn weithredol o fis Hydref eleni, pa hyfforddiant y mae staff y GIG wedi'i gael ar y mater i wneud yn siwr y gallant roi cyngor priodol i gleifion? (WAQ65405)

Kirsty Williams (Brecon and Radnorshire): With regards to the 'Directive 2011/24/EU' that is proposed to start this October, what training have NHS staff had on the issue to ensure they can properly advise patients? (WAQ65405)
Derbyniwyd ateb i’w gyhoeddi ar 20 Medi 2013

Answer received for publication on 20 September 2013

Mark Drakeford: There is no intention for Welsh Government to raise public awareness of this Directive as it creates no new rights or entitlements.  
Welsh Government officials have raised the Directive on a number of occasions with the NHS and have formally consulted on its implementation. They are working closely with Local Health Boards on implementing the Directive by the transposition date of 25 October 2013. Any needs in terms of training are a matter for individual Health Boards to determine and put in place. Welsh Government will issue guidance to the NHS on the Directive in due course.   
Gofyn i’r Gweinidog Tai ac Adfywio

To ask the Minister for Housing and Regeneration
Nick Ramsay (Mynwy): Faint o geisiadau sydd wedi cael eu cyflwyno i’r gronfa adfywio ‘Lleoedd Llewyrchus Llawn Addewid’, gan ddarparu dadansoddiad o'r ceisiadau sydd wedi’u cyflwyno fesul ardal llywodraeth leol? (WAQ65378)

Nick Ramsay (Monmouth): How many applications have been made to the 'Vibrant and Viable Places' regeneration fund, providing a breakdown of submissions by local authority area? (WAQ65378)

Derbyniwyd ateb i’w gyhoeddi ar 05 Medi 2013

Answer received for publication on 05 September 2013

The Minister for Housing and Regeneration (Carl Sargeant): All 22 local authorities in Wales made applications for Vibrant and Viable Places Funding.

Nick Ramsay (Mynwy): Pa arweiniad, os o gwbl, y mae Llywodraeth Cymru wedi'i ddarparu i grwpiau sy'n ystyried gwneud cais am arian ar gyfer Ardaloedd Gwella Busnes? (WAQ65379)

Nick Ramsay (Monmouth): What guidance, if any, has the Welsh Government provided to groups looking to apply for funding for Business Improvement Districts? (WAQ65379)

Derbyniwyd ateb i’w gyhoeddi ar 05 Medi 2013

Answer received for publication on 05 September 2013

Carl Sargeant: The application pack, that includes guidance for prospective applicants, was issued on 23 August. The documentation can be accessed on our website, www.wales.gov.uk/regeneration. Local authorities are being invited to lead on this initial process, on behalf of a wider partnership

Nick Ramsay (Mynwy): Sawl datganiad o ddiddordeb ar gyfer y gronfa Ardaloedd Gwella Busnes sydd wedi’i gyflwyno i Lywodraeth Cymru, gan gynnwys dyddiad pob datganiad a gyflwynwyd a dadansoddiad o’r datganiadau a gyflwynwyd fesul ardal awdurdod lleol? (WAQ65380)

Nick Ramsay (Monmouth): How many expressions of interest for the Business Improvement District fund have been submitted to the Welsh Government, including the date of each submission and a breakdown of submissions by local authority area? (WAQ65380)
Derbyniwyd ateb i’w gyhoeddi ar 05 Medi 2013

Answer received for publication on 05 September 2013

Carl Sargeant: We have received queries from a number of interested parties from across Wales since the funding was announced. We have not run an expressions of interest stage for this fund therefore no formal submissions have been received. The application pack was issued on 23 August and the deadline for applications from prospective areas is 29 November 2013.  
Nick Ramsay (Mynwy): Ymhellach i WAQ61591, a wnaiff y Gweinidog nodi a yw'r ymchwil yr ymrwymodd Llywodraeth Cymru i'w gomisiynu yn adroddiad y Pwyllgor Busnes a Menter ar Adfywio Canol Trefi (argymhelliad 4) wedi cael ei gomisiynu, gan ddarparu manylion pwy fydd yn cyflawni'r ymchwil a'r dyddiad cwblhau? (WAQ65381)

Nick Ramsay (Monmouth): Further to WAQ61591, will the Minister detail whether the research which the Welsh Government committed to commissioning from the Business and Enterprise Committee report on the Regeneration of Town Centres (recommendation 4) has been commissioned, providing details of who will be undertaking the research and the completion date? (WAQ65381)

Derbyniwyd ateb i’w gyhoeddi ar 05 Medi 2013

Answer received for publication on 05 September 2013

Carl Sargeant: We have commissioned Genecon, in association with the University of Southampton and Peter Brett Associates, to undertake a study into the impact of supermarkets and other retail developments on town centres. The research is expected to be reported in March 2014.
Gofyn i'r Gweinidog Llywodraeth Leol a Busnes y Llywodraeth

To ask the Minister for Local Government and Government Business
Janet Finch-Saunders (Aberconwy): A wnaiff y Gweinidog ddarparu'r wybodaeth ddiweddaraf am y broses gwerthuso swyddi ar draws y 22 awdurdod lleol yng Nghymru? (WAQ65389)

Janet Finch-Saunders (Aberconwy): Will the Minister provide an update on the job evaluation process across all 22 local authorities in Wales? (WAQ65389)
Derbyniwyd ateb i’w gyhoeddi ar 09 Medi 2013

Answer received for publication on 09 September 2013

The Minister for Local Government and Government Business (Lesley Griffiths): I will write to you and a copy of the letter will be put on the internet.

Gweler Gwybodaeth Ychwanegol at Gwestiynau Ysgrifenedig y Cynulliad

See Information Further to Written Assembly Questions

Janet Finch-Saunders (Aberconwy): A wnaiff y Gweinidog ddarparu nifer yr hawliadau cyflog cyfartal nad ydynt wedi’'u datrys ymhob un o 22 Awdurdod Lleol Cymru? (WAQ65390)

Janet Finch-Saunders (Aberconwy): Will the Minister provide the number of outstanding equal pay claims in all 22 Local Authorities in Wales? (WAQ65390)
Derbyniwyd ateb i’w gyhoeddi ar 09 Medi 2013

Answer received for publication on 09 September 2013

Lesley Griffiths: I will write to you and a copy of the letter will be put on the internet.
Gweler Gwybodaeth Ychwanegol at Gwestiynau Ysgrifenedig y Cynulliad

See Information Further to Written Assembly Questions

Gofyn i’r Gweinidog Cyfoeth Naturiol a Bwyd

To ask the Minister for Natural Resources and Food
Antoinette Sandbach (Gogledd Cymru): Ymhellach i WAQ64928, a all y Gweinidog a) gadarnhau sut y penderfynwyd ar y ffigur a roddwyd ar gyfer 2013-2014 ar gyfer coed llarwydd sydd wedi'u heintio ac sy’n cael eu masnachu, a b) ai hyn sydd i gyfrif am wrthod rhywfaint o bren llarwydd, o gofio am yr anhawster o ran melino coed llarwydd sydd wedi marw ers cryn amser? (WAQ65363)

Antoinette Sandbach (North Wales): Further to WAQ64928, can the Minister a) confirm how the figure given for marketed infected larch in 2013-2014 has been determined, and b) whether this accounts for the rejection of some larch, given the difficulty in milling larch which has been dead for some time? (WAQ65363)
Derbyniwyd ateb i’w gyhoeddi ar 05 Medi 2013

Answer received for publication on 05 September 2013

The Minister for Natural Resources and Food (Alun Davies): The figure of 150km3 for marketing of larch in 2013/14 was set during the autumn of 2012 as part of the Forestry Commission Wales’s business planning process. The figure was determined by assessing the level of Phytophthora ramorum infection giving consideration to the ability of the market to process the timber. This was based on sales planning information and discussions held with the timber trade during the autumn of 2012.
The figure does not account for any rejection of larch timber on the basis that there is a wider market for larch with material deemed unsuitable for the production of saw logs being sold to the panel board or biomass industries.

Antoinette Sandbach (Gogledd Cymru): Ymhellach i WAQ64925, a all y Gweinidog gadarnhau'r ardal a orchuddir gan leiniau llarwydd sydd wedi’u heintio â’r clefyd Phytophthora ramorum a gafodd eu clustnodi ar gyfer eu cwympo yn 2012 ac nad ydynt wedi cael eu cwympo hyd yma, gan egluro rhwng pa ddyddiadau y cyfrifwyd hyn? (WAQ65364)

Antoinette Sandbach (North Wales): Further to WAQ64925, can the Minister confirm the area covered by larch stands infected by Phytophthora ramorum that were identified for felling in 2012 and have not to date been felled, clarifying the date margins within which this has been calculated? (WAQ65364)

Derbyniwyd ateb i’w gyhoeddi ar 05 Medi 2013

Answer received for publication on 05 September 2013

Alun Davies: I am not able to confirm the area covered by larch stands infected by Phytophthora ramorum that were identified for felling in 2012 and which have not yet been felled as this information has yet to be collected by Natural Resources Wales. A compliance audit will be carried out in the first week of September and the information will be available by the end of the month.

There are two dates within the year when compliance with a Statutory Plant Health Notice is required, the 31st of March and the 31st of August. These two dates are the basis for such calculations.

Antoinette Sandbach (Gogledd Cymru): Ymhellach i WAQ65015, ar ba ddyddiad y cafodd staff gyfarwyddyd i ddechrau drafftio’r Bil Sector Amaethyddol (Cymru) cyn ei gyflwyno? (WAQ65382)

Antoinette Sandbach (North Wales): Further to WAQ65015, on what date were staff instructed to begin drafting the pre-introduction draft Agricultural Sector (Wales) Bill? (WAQ65382)
Derbyniwyd ateb i’w gyhoeddi ar 09 Medi 2013

Answer received for publication on 09 September 2013

Alun Davies: Welsh Government officials were instructed to begin drafting the Agricultural Sector (Wales) Bill on 13 June 2013.

Janet Finch-Saunders (Aberconwy): A oes pecyn arweiniad cynhwysfawr ar Reoliadau Cynhyrchion Coco a Siocled (Cymru) 2003 ar gael i gynhyrchwyr siocled bychan? (WAQ65391)

Janet Finch-Saunders (Aberconwy): Is there a comprehensive guidance package on the Cocoa and Chocolate Products (Wales) Regulations 2003 available to small producers of chocolate? (WAQ65391) 

Derbyniwyd ateb i’w gyhoeddi ar 05 Medi 2013

Answer received for publication on 05 September 2013

The Minister for Health and Social Services (Mark Drakeford): Food labelling is the policy responsibility of the Food Standards Agency (FSA) and the work of the Agency falls within my portfolio.  
Rules governing Cocoa and Chocolate Products in the UK implement Directive 200/36/EC relating to Cocoa and Chocolate Products intended for human consumption. 

To accompany these rules, the FSA produced a guide to compliance that was last updated in 2009. The FSA also produced a quick guide to the Regulations specifically designed for small and medium sized businesses. This quick guide was also produced in Welsh. Links to the all available guidance have been included below.

http://food.gov.uk/multimedia/pdfs/chocguidancejun2009.pdf

http://tna.europarchive.org/20120419000433/http://www.food.gov.uk/multimedia/pdfs/publication/chocolatefactsheet0210.pdf

http://food.gov.uk/multimedia/pdfs/welsh/canllawsiocled.pdf

All products covered by these regulations must also comply in the UK with the general provisions of the Food Safety Act 1990, and general labelling rules laid down by the Food Labelling Regulations (FLR) 1996 (as amended). These latter Regulations are referred to throughout the guidance notes. The FLRs will eventually be revoked and replaced by new EU legislation (EU 1169/2011) on Food Information to Consumers. The Food Information (Wales) Regulations 2013 due to be made in the autumn will implement EU 1169/2011 with the majority of its provisions applying from December 2014, when the FLRs will be revoked. The guidance will still be relevant but will need to be read in conjunction with new Regulations.

Janet Finch-Saunders (Aberconwy): A oes arweiniad cynhwysfawr ar gael ar lymder labelu cynnyrch fel cynnyrch o ‘un tarddiad’ŵ (WAQ65392)

Janet Finch-Saunders (Aberconwy): Is there comprehensive guidance available on the stringency of labelling of products as being of 'single-origin’? (WAQ65392) 
Derbyniwyd ateb i’w gyhoeddi ar 05 Medi 2013

Answer received for publication on 05 September 2013

Mark Drakeford: Food labelling is the policy responsibility of the Food Standards Agency (FSA) and the work of the Agency in Wales falls within my portfolio. The Welsh Government supports the UK objective of more and better country of origin labelling targeted at meeting the needs and understanding of consumers. 
The Food Standards Agency published revised guidance for industry and enforcement authorities on country of origin labelling in 2008 as part of its continuing commitment to improve food labelling for consumers.  The improved guidance was considered to benefit consumers by encouraging industry to adopt consistent labelling practices. 

A link to the FSA guidance is attached.  http://www.food.gov.uk/multimedia/pdfs/originlabellingguid0909.pdf

There are food specific origin rules for certain commodities. For example, consumers will find country of origin information on food such as beef and veal, fish, most fruit and vegetables, eggs, olive oil and poultry imported from third countries.   For certain foods ( mostly processed foods), the country of origin should always be given if the absence of this information could mislead consumers as to their true origin of the food, e.g, a Welsh flag or a Welsh image could create an expectation that a food is from Wales. 

Country of origin labelling for food products forms part of ongoing discussions relating to the EU Food Information to Consumers (FIC) Regulation , most of the provisions of which come into force in December 2014. From that date, it will become mandatory ( subject to implementing rules) for fresh, frozen and chilled pork, lamb, goat and poultry meat to carry an indication of country of origin or place of provenance regardless of where it has come from. 

The Commission must submit a report to the European Parliament by December 2013 in the case of the origin of meat used as an ingredient. 

The UK is also taking an active early role in discussions on the extension of mandatory origin labelling to other products which the Commission plan to have ready for adoption by December 2014.
Janet Finch-Saunders (Aberconwy): Beth y mae Llywodraeth Cymru yn ei wneud i gefnogi cwmnïau cynhyrchu bwyd bychan ac annibynnol i ddatblygu’u busnesau? (WAQ65393)

Janet Finch-Saunders (Aberconwy): What is the Welsh Government doing to support small, independent food production companies to grow their businesses? (WAQ65393)
Derbyniwyd ateb i’w gyhoeddi ar 05 Medi 2013

Answer received for publication on 05 September 2013

Alun Davies: The Welsh Governments Trade Development Programme assists Welsh food and drink producers to maximise economic growth. Welsh Government also offers specialist export support for Welsh businesses through a number of programmes that are tailored to met the individual needs of the business.  
The Food Division of the Welsh Government also supports the network of three Food Centres in Wales. 

The Welsh Government offers support to small companies through Business Wales who offer business support to people starting, running and growing a business. Food Division is working closely with Business Wales to ensure that the Advisors are trained and able to offer specific advice and guidance on the basic requirement and regulations of food production.  

The Welsh Government Wales Economic Growth Fund, set up to stimulate economic growth and bring forward projects that will have an economic impact and benefit for Wales has already supported a number of food production businesses.

Paul Davies (Preseli Sir Benfro): A wnaiff y Gweinidog amlinellu beth y mae Llywodraeth Cymru yn ei wneud yng nghyswllt y rheoliadau presennol ar hollti carcasau defaid o anifeiliaid sy’n hyn na 12 mis? (WAQ65399)

Paul Davies (Preseli Pembrokeshire): Will the Minister outline what the Welsh Government is doing in relation to current regulations on splitting sheep carcasses from animals older than 12 months? (WAQ65399)

Derbyniwyd ateb i’w gyhoeddi ar 05 Medi 2013

Answer received for publication on 05 September 2013

Alun Davies: Schedule 7 of the Transmissible Spongiform Encephalopathies (Wales) Regulations 2008 sets out the current requirements in relation to the removal of Specified Risk material (SRM) in sheep, for which the Food Standards Agency (FSA) is the Competent Authority. The FSA has been working with the industry to consider whether alternative methods of removing the vertebral column from sheep and goats can provide as effective a method of removing 100% of the SRM as the current requirement to split carcasses in sheep over 12 months. Trials of an alternative removal method have been undertaken but the results were far from effective resulting in slower line speeds and residual SRM in the carcases. Modification of the equipment is now awaited before we can give this further consideration. The European Commission has no plans at present to reconsider the current rule related to the removal of the spinal cord in sheep. In the meantime, the age related requirement to remove the spinal cord must be retained within the current regulations for the protection of public health.
Paul Davies (Preseli Sir Benfro): A wnaiff y Gweinidog amlinellu sut y mae Llywodraeth Cymru yn bwriadu gweithredu holl argymhellion y cynllun ‘Hwyluso’r Drefn’ yn llawn? (WAQ65400)

Paul Davies (Preseli Pembrokeshire): Will the Minister outline how the Welsh Government intends to fully implement all of ‘Working Smarter’ scheme recommendations? (WAQ65400)
Derbyniwyd ateb i’w gyhoeddi ar 05 Medi 2013

Answer received for publication on 05 September 2013

Alun Davies: The work being carried out to implement all of the ‘Working Smarter’ scheme recommendations is being managed by officials. To date 42 of the recommendations are complete and the remaining 36 are progressing. Gareth Williams has set an absolute deadline of July 2015 for the completion of all his recommendations and officials are confident that all recommendations will be completed by the end of this Assembly.
Gareth will return to review progress and assess improvements achieved through Working Smarter once all recommendations have been implemented in 2015.
Paul Davies (Preseli Sir Benfro): A wnaiff y Gweinidog ddarparu dadansoddiad o gyllideb Glastir yn ei chyfanrwydd? (WAQ65401)

Paul Davies (Preseli Pembrokeshire): Will the Minister provide a breakdown of the entire Glastir budget? (WAQ65401)

Derbyniwyd ateb i’w gyhoeddi ar 05 Medi 2013

Answer received for publication on 05 September 2013

Alun Davies: Following the recent financial stock take of the RDP, a modification has been submitted to the European Commission to ensure that funding is allocated to the correct Measures and activities. The proposed allocations for the remainder of the current RDP are as follows:

Glastir Element
Proposed Allocation £m

Glastir Entry 
55.75

Glastir Commons 
13.13

Glastir Advanced 
40.80

Glastir Woodland Management 
3.73

Glastir Woodland Creation (Establishment)
5.10

Glastir Woodland Creation (Premium)
0.11

Total
118.62

The transitional arrangements for the new programme period will enable Welsh Government to continue to fund Glastir from new Programme funds to ensure a continuation of delivery.

Paul Davies (Preseli Sir Benfro): A wnaiff y Gweinidog amlinellu sut y mae Llywodraeth Cymru yn sicrhau bod y taliadau a wneir o dan Glastir yn cyfateb i’r costau a wynebir gan ffermwyr? (WAQ65402) 

Paul Davies (Preseli Pembrokeshire): Will the Minister outline how the Welsh Government ensures payments made under Glastir match the costs incurred by farmers? (WAQ65402)
Derbyniwyd ateb i’w gyhoeddi ar 06 Medi 2013

Answer received for publication on 06 September 2013

Alun Davies: Glastir payment rates are calculated using the most comprehensive sources of business information on UK agriculture available at the time of calculation.  Before they were issued, they were independently verified by ADAS, a recognised authority for independent farm business and environmental advice.

Russell George (Sir Drefaldwyn): Yng ngoleuni’r arian sydd wedi’i ddyrannu’n ddiweddar gan y Llywodraeth i brosiectau drwy’r Cynllun Trefi Taclus, a all y Gweinidog ddweud wrthyf faint o geisiadau a gyflwynwyd gan brosiectau ym Mhowys, beth oedd y prosiectau hynny ac am faint o arian y gwnaethpwyd cais ganddynt? (WAQ65409)

Russell George (Montgomeryshire): In light of the recent Government funding allocation to projects through the Tidy Town Initative, can the Minister tell me how many submissions were made by projects based in Powys, what those projects were and how much funding were they requesting? (WAQ65409)
Derbyniwyd ateb i’w gyhoeddi ar 06 Medi 2013

Answer received for publication on 06 September 2013

Alun Davies: The Welsh Government Tidy Towns initiative provides two strands of project funding – the first is to community-led groups and the second to local authorities. I can confirm a total of three community groups applied from the Powys area and one project was submitted by Powys County Council in the 2013-14 bidding round. Details of the applications are as follow:

Community-led Groups:

•
£1,745.90 was sought to remove vegetation growing on the banks of the Beacon Ring Iron Age hill fort, a scheduled Ancient Monument outside Welshpool. 

•
£15,180 was sought for staffing, expenses and start-up costs for community groups to undertake invasive species and litter clearance work on the River Severn.

•
£12,300 was sought by Presteigne & Norton Town Council to make improvements to Went’s Meadow pond, weir and leat and to enlarge the car park.

Powys County Council:

•
£16,100 was sought to tackle the problem of dog fouling by developing a survey and promotional material. The project proposed a small grant scheme for communities to improve areas affected by local environment crime.

Russell George (Sir Drefaldwyn): Pa feini prawf a ddefnyddir i farnu’r prosiectau yn y Cynllun Trefi Taclus a phwy sy'n gwneud y penderfyniad terfynol i gymeradwyo neu i wrthod prosiect a gyflwynir? (WAQ65410)

Russell George (Montgomeryshire): On what criteria are the projects in the Tidy Town Initiative judged and who makes the final decision to approve or reject a project submission? (WAQ65410)
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Answer received for publication on 06 September 2013

Alun Davies: The Tidy Towns initiative provides funding through a competitive bidding round to projects submitted by community groups and by local authorities. The successful projects must be focussed upon improving local environment quality (LEQ).

An initial sift of the applications takes place and those that progress through this process are then considered by an Independent Assessment Panel. All projects are assessed against a list of criteria that includes:

•
potential impact of the improvements on LEQ;

•
evidence of LEQ issues is demonstrated and detailed information on the scale and nature of the problems and the extent of local deprivation more generally is provided;

•
targeted improvements are proposed in the worse affected areas, especially in deprived urban areas;

•
effectiveness of the proposed intervention in tackling LEQ issues and antisocial attitude / behaviour amongst local people;

•
close joint working at a community level and evidence of community engagement;

•
involvement of key partners, for example Keep Wales Tidy, Fly-Tipping Action Wales and Environment Wales;

•
how the benefits of the project will be sustained when the funding has come to an end, including ongoing management or maintenance of areas and equipment;

•
value for money and any added value, for example match funding; also

•
bids that include a significant amount of staff costs are considered a lower priority.

The Independent Assessment Panel recommends which projects should receive funding and this recommendation is put to the Minister for Natural Resources and Food for final approval.
Russell George (Sir Drefaldwyn): Ers i’r Cynllun Trefi Taclus ddechrau, faint o arian sydd wedi’i ddyrannu gan Lywodraeth Cymru i brosiectau yng Nghymru ymhob blwyddyn ariannol ac a all y Gweinidog ddarparu dadansoddiad o'r prosiectau llwyddiannus hynny fesul ardal awdurdod lleol? (WAQ65411)

Russell George (Montgomeryshire): Since the Tidy Town Initiative started, how much money has Welsh Government allocated to Welsh projects per financial year and can the Minister provide a breakdown of those successful projects by each local authority area? (WAQ65411)
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Alun Davies: From 2008 to 2011 local authorities received a total funding of £3 million annually, allocated on the Standard Spending Assessment formula, to deliver improvements to the local environment. Before 2011 a separate annual grant scheme called the Local Environment Quality Improvement Grant Scheme was run that invited project bids from local authorities and community groups.

Since 2011 specific funding has been made available to local authorities and community groups through the Tidy Towns initiative to deliver local environment quality (LEQ) improvement projects. This change to competitive funding was made following an evaluation report of our grant schemes. 

The Tidy Towns initiative also provides funding directly to local authorities through ‘essential funding’, which is provided to each local authority to deliver LEQ improvements in their area. 

Essential funding allocations (not part of competitive bidding): 

	Financial Year
	Amount per local authority
	Total allocation

	2011 - 2012
	£60,000
	£1,320,000

	2012 - 2013
	£30,000
	£660,000

	2013 - 2014
	£35,000
	£770,000

	TOTAL
	
	£2,750,000


Since 2011 local authorities have also been invited to bid for project funding through a competitive bidding round (Tidy Towns local authority-led funding). 

There is also a strand of Tidy Towns funding for which community groups are invited to bid (Tidy Towns Community-led funding).  Since 2011 local authority-led project funding and community-led project funding has been allocated as follows:

[* Indicates that no applications were received from the local authority]

[** Indicates that no applications were received from the local authority or community groups]

	Local authority
	2011/12
	2012/13
	2013/14

	Blaenau Gwent
	117,078
	61,000
	82,590

	Bridgend
	152,580
	3,720
	*38,342

	Caerphilly
	54,877
	71,754
	41,860

	Cardiff
	140,463
	76,995
	109,085

	Carmarthenshire
	133,515
	60,424
	925,537

	Ceredigion
	123,340
	101,300
	91,450

	Conwy
	35,277
	57,600
	28500

	Denbighshire
	*0
	*31,675
	41,141

	Flintshire
	48,915
	49,600
	12,000

	Gwynedd
	211,301
	89,600
	54,467

	Isle of Anglesey
	100,231
	136,342
	116,997

	Merthyr Tydfil
	*0
	51,200
	**0

	Monmouthshire
	53,876
	16,132
	*1,100

	Neath Port Talbot
	61,854
	70,480
	21,464

	Newport
	88,000
	22,700
	26,150

	Pembrokeshire
	32,829
	*0
	*0

	Powys
	*18,750
	*0
	0

	Rhondda Cynon Taff
	188,749
	72,605
	28,000

	Swansea
	133,640
	35,063
	86,165

	Torfaen
	173,195
	80,682
	30,000

	Vale of Glamorgan
	136,516
	78,996
	21,855

	Wrexham
	8,088
	35,509
	22,021

	Total
	2,013,074
	1,203,377
	1,178,724
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