
[bookmark: _Hlk171581785][bookmark: _Hlk171581786]Do Disabled Children and Young People have equal access to education and childcare?: Summary
	Do Disabled Children and Young People have equal access to education and childcare?: Summary

Who are we? Welsh Parliament 
Children, Young People and Education Committee
Do Disabled Children and Young People have equal access to education and childcare? 
Summary 
July 2024 

We are the Children, Young People and Education Committee at the Welsh Parliament. We are a cross party group of Members who work together to look at the work of the Welsh Government and other Welsh public bodies. We make recommendations of things we would like to see changed or improved. While we can’t make these changes ourselves, the Welsh Government has to consider our recommendations and decide whether to accept them or not.
Why did we do this work, and what did we do? 
Through our work as elected Members of the Senedd, we have heard directly from children, young people and their families of the difficulties they have finding childcare and schooling that meets their needs. We thought it was important to find out if this was happening across Wales, and to find out what needs to change to  improve things. 
Our work covered physical and sensory disabilities, along with additional learning needs and neurodiversity. It covered 0 years to 16 years, and pre-school childcare and compulsory school settings. 
We came up with a list of things we were interested in and then started collecting information in different ways. They included:
Talking directly to children, young people and their families about their own experiences;
Visiting nurseries and schools;
Asking people to send us their views and experiences to us
Having Committee meetings where we ask organisations questions about what is happening across Wales.
Anyone could get in touch and tell us their experiences and views. 
We want to thank everybody who helped us find out more. 
At the end of collecting all this information, we then asked Welsh Government Ministers questions about what they are doing to improve things.
We have now published a report which shares the information we have collected, and makes recommendations for the changes we want to see. 
The Welsh Government has time to reply to each of our recommendations saying whether they will do them or not. Once they have sent us this, we will have a debate in the Senedd, where all Members can talk about our report and the Welsh Government’s response. 
Our Key Findings
We have made 31 recommendations of things we would like to see changed by the Welsh Government. They cover lots of different aspects of education and childcare. We have also come up with five key conclusions which sums up what we have found out. 
 A significant number of children and young people’s rights to an education as set out in Articles 28 and 29 of United Convention on the Rights of Child are currently being breached in Wales. These children and young people are being fundamentally let down. 
Denying children and young people their rights to an education can have  significant impacts on their emotional and mental wellbeing, as well as their physical health. It can impact on their educational attainment, and opportunities, thereby creating barriers to them being able to make choices that best suit their ambitions as they become adults. These impacts are often lifelong and far-reaching.  
The impact of denying children and young people their rights to an education can have an immeasurable  impact on their family, particularly on parents, carers and siblings, although we recognise it extends to the wider family and community. Families are often on their knees having to fight for basic rights, which the families of non-disabled and / or neurotypical children and young people rightly take for granted. This has an impact on their own emotional, mental and physical health and wellbeing, as well as often also having an impact on their ability to work, and therefore household incomes.
While there is some inclusive provision which meets the needs of children, young people and their families, this provision is patchy and inconsistent across Wales. There are additional challenges faced by those accessing Welsh medium provision. There is clearly a postcode lottery for all provision. There are many barriers to inclusive provision. Childcare and education providers are not best supported to deliver inclusive childcare and education. Good provision is often because of the determination of individuals, rather than a structural approach which supports inclusive provision which meet the needs of all children, young people and their families in their area. We want to be very clear this is not a criticism of childcare or education staff, who are often working very hard to try and deliver inclusive provision. 
The barriers to delivery of inclusive childcare and education provision are complex and interlinked. Some of them are very broad and relate to societal approaches to disability and difference while others are quite practical. 
Is there equal access to childcare? 
Not at the moment. Some families cannot find childcare meets their child or family’s needs. We know that this can hard for non-disabled and neurotypical children and their families, but it is even harder for disabled children and their families. 
Sometimes when families find childcare that is suitable, it might involve travelling long distances, which can be difficult. It can also be very difficult to find Welsh language childcare. 
As children get older and go to school it can be very difficult to find childcare that fits around school, or during the school holidays. 
Not being able to find childcare can have a big impact on children, young people and their families. For some families it means parents and carers cannot work. This can affect everybody’s physical and mental wellbeing, and how much money they have. 
We don’t think that enough is being done to fill the gaps in inclusive childcare. We think the Welsh Government and local authorities should do more. We want to see more training for childcare providers. We want to see decisions on financial support for childcare to be based on the child’s needs.
Is there equal access to school?
Not consistently across Wales. There are examples of very good practice, and examples where children and young people have thrived with the right support. But this is patchy. Too often, it is too dependent on individual staff or families working hard. There is no way of making sure it happens across Wales. It can be even more difficult in rural areas, or to find Welsh language provision. 
There are a number of reasons why it doesn’t happen. This can include schools and local authorities not having enough money or staff. Sometimes, it can be because people don’t understand or know much about certain types of disabilities or conditions. 
There are parts of school life which children and young people can find themselves excluded from, just because they are disabled or neurodivergent. This can include certain classes, parts of school buildings, or activities like trips and sports. 
There is a lot of disability related bullying, which can have a big impact on mental wellbeing.
We are asking for changes in different areas, including around funding for schools, training for all school staff, design of new school buildings and on transport to and from schools. 
What are the impacts on mental health, wellbeing and educational outcomes? 
Not being able to go to childcare or a school that meets all of a child’s needs can have huge impact on their physical and mental wellbeing. It can also affect how well they do in school. There are big impacts on the family, especially parents, carers and siblings. It can also affect how much money a family has. 
We think everybody needs to understand about these impacts, and work hard to solve these problems. 
We think if the Welsh Government implement all our recommendations it will help improve all of these things. 
Do children, young people and their families have access to the right information and are they listened to? 
It can be really difficult to get the right information in the right way at the right time. Information is often in lots of different places and there is not always a single place to get all the information.  Often information is not available in different formats, which can make it difficult for people to understand it. 
We think that there should be a more consistent way of sharing information across Wales. We also want to see clear information which sets out the different types of support that is available. Information should be available in different formats, so it is accessible to everyone. 
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