Proposed British Sign Language (BSL) (Wales) Bill Consultation: Response form
British Sign Language (BSL) (Wales) Bill 
	British Sign Language (BSL) (Wales) Billwww.senedd.wales

Name: Click or tap here to enter text.
E-mail: Click or tap here to enter text.
Are you submitting this response in a professional or personal capacity?:
	[bookmark: Check3]|_| Professional capacity (including on behalf of an organisation
	[bookmark: Check4]|_| Personal capacity

	Are you responding on behalf of an organisation?
[bookmark: Check1]|_| Yes
[bookmark: Check2]|_| No

If responding on behalf of an organisation please give the organisation’s full name
Click or tap here to enter text.
	Age:
[bookmark: Check5]|_| I am under 13 years old
[bookmark: Check6]|_| I am aged 13 to 17
[bookmark: Check7]|_| I am aged 18 or over and wish my contribution to be anonymised
[bookmark: Check8]|_| I am aged 18 or over and happy for my name to be published with my contribution



	Are you (your organisation) currently a provider of support/services for the Deaf community?
[bookmark: Check9]|_| Yes
[bookmark: Check10]|_| No
	Are you responding as?
[bookmark: Check11]|_| a deaf adult
[bookmark: Check12]|_| a deaf child or young person
[bookmark: Check13]|_| a BSL user/signer
[bookmark: Check14]|_| a deafblind individual
[bookmark: Check15]|_| a parent/carer of a deaf child
[bookmark: Check16]|_| a child of a deaf adult
[bookmark: Check17]|_| other (please specify)

	Please state your professional role with regard to support/services for the Deaf community:
Click or tap here to enter text.
	






British Sign Language (BSL) (Wales) Bill: Consultation Questions
The need for legislation
The British Sign Language Act 2022 requires the UK Government to issue guidance about the promotion and facilitation of the use of British Sign Language (BSL). This however only applies in England and not to the Welsh Government or public bodies in Wales such as councils or the NHS.  The British Sign Language (BSL) (Wales) Bill aims to place equivalent specific duties on the Welsh Government and public bodies in Wales. 
[bookmark: _Hlk173746230]Question 1: Do you think there is a need for this legislation? Please provide reasons for your answer.
Click or tap here to enter text.
Question 2: Do you agree or disagree with the goals that the Bill seeks to achieve? Please provide reasons for your answer.
Click or tap here to enter text.

British Sign Language
Question 3: Do you agree that the Bill should include proposals to promote and facilitate the use of BSL and its tactile forms?
[bookmark: Check24]|_| Yes
[bookmark: Check25]|_| No  
[bookmark: Check26]|_| Don’t know
Question 4: Do you agree that the Bill should support the various Welsh regional dialects of BSL?
|_| Yes
|_| No
|_| Don’t know

Question 5: Do you think that the term ‘BSL users’ should be replaced with ‘BSL signers’, recognising that BSL is a language which includes both deaf and hearing signers? Please provide reasons for your answer.
|_| Yes
|_| No
|_| Don’t know
Click or tap here to enter text.
Question 6: Do you think that the term ‘deaf BSL signers’ can be used when referring to BSL users/signers who are medically or audiologically deaf?  Please provide reasons for your answer.
|_| Yes
|_| No
|_| Don’t know
Click or tap here to enter text.

Deaf Communities
Question 7: Do you agree or disagree that deaf communities:
a) currently have a voice in the design and delivery of the public services that they use? Please tick the answer that most applies and provide any comments.
|_| Strongly agree
|_| Agree
|_| Neither agree or disagree
|_| Disagree
|_| Strongly disagree
Click or tap here to enter text.
b) should have a formalised voice in the design and delivery of the public services that they use, especially ones targeted at deaf people. Please tick the answer that most applies and provide any comments.
 |_| Strongly agree
 |_| Agree
[bookmark: Check18] |_| Neither agree or disagree
[bookmark: Check19] |_| Disagree
[bookmark: Check20] |_| Strongly disagree
Click or tap here to enter text.
Question 8: Are there any specific communication methods used by deaf people that you would like the Bill to reference/include?
Click or tap here to enter text.

Barriers that exist for deaf people
Question 9: What do you believe are the main barriers that currently exist for deaf people and/or their families in the following areas. Please tick all that apply and provide information/examples on each area:
|_| Education
|_| Health
|_| Social Care 
|_| Transport
|_| Other Public Services used by deaf people and their families
|_| Workplace 
|_| Other – please provide details
Click or tap here to enter text.

Establishing a BSL Commissioner for Wales
The Bill proposes to establish a BSL Commissioner who would promote and facilitate the use of BSL, and would have the same powers as other minority language Commissioners such as in the Welsh Language (Wales) Measure 2011. 
Question 10: Do you agree or disagree with the proposal to establish a BSL Commissioner for Wales, and, do you have any different suggestions or alternatives? Please provide reasons for your answer.
|_| Yes
|_| No
|_| Don’t know
Click or tap here to enter text.
Question 11: The proposed remit of the Commissioner would be to:
· formulate BSL standards;
· establish a BSL Advisory Panel;
· produce reports every 5 years in BSL, Welsh and English on the position of BSL in that period;
· provide guidance and a process for public bodies to promote and facilitate BSL in their respective domains;
· establish a procedure for the investigation of complaints.

Do you agree with the proposed remit of the Commissioner, and are there any other provisions you would like to include in the Commissioner’s remit? Please provide reasons for your answer.
Click or tap here to enter text.
Question 12: Do you agree that the BSL Commissioner and the BSL Advisory Panel members should be fluent users/signers?
|_| Yes
|_| No

Question 13: Do you think that the proposed BSL Commissioner and Advisory Panel should prioritise the following. Please tick all that apply and provide reasons for your answer.
[bookmark: Check21]|_| Enabling deaf users/signers to lead the development of policies and implementation of services for BSL users/signers;
[bookmark: Check27]|_| Early years language support for deaf children and their families;
[bookmark: Check28]|_| Improving BSL provision in education;
[bookmark: Check29]|_| Access to interpreters in public services.
Click or tap here to enter text.
Question 14: Do you agree or disagree with the proposal to place a duty on the Welsh Government to prepare and publish an annual BSL report? Please provide reasons for your answer.
|_| Yes
|_| No
|_| Don’t know
Click or tap here to enter text.
Question 15: Are there any other issues that you would like to raise about the Bill and the accompanying Explanatory Memorandum?
Click or tap here to enter text.
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