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Executive Summary

Introduction 
This report details all significant activities between the National Assembly for Wales (from herein referred to as “the Assembly”) and the Parliament of the Kingdom of Lesotho since the link was formed in 2005. This report draws on existing records available at the Assembly, but questionnaires have also been sent to key participants to address the absence of information that demonstrates the practical implementation of lessons learned as a result of the National Assembly for Wales – Lesotho Parliament bilateral link (from herein referred to as “the link”). 
Background Information
Lesotho is amongst the world’s Least Developed Countries (LDCs) and has one of the highest prevalence rates of HIV/AIDS. Lesotho is a constitutional monarchy with a bicameral parliament. 

Dolen Cymru was formed in 1985 to provide an equitable and reciprocal link between Wales and Lesotho. The Welsh Government provides Dolen Cymru’s core funding (at present: £55,000) and also funds the Lesotho Teacher Placement Programme (LTTP) which provides professional development opportunities for Welsh Teachers in Lesotho.
Founding of the CPA Wales – Lesotho Parliamentary Link
From discussions held between 2004 and 2005, the CPA Wales Branch Executive Committee took the view that bilateral cooperation with another CPA Branch would benefit the Assembly – through enabling exchanges of Members and staff at both legislatures, and through raising awareness of each other’s legislatures and nations. Lesotho was chosen as a partner for this project in view of the many links already established between the two nations as a result of Dolen Cymru’s work.
A Summary of Key Visits

Visit to Lesotho by Mike German AM and John Griffiths AM, 
24-29 October 2005
In October 2005, a delegation from the Assembly visited Lesotho to explore possible areas of cooperation with the Lesotho Parliament. A series of meetings were held with senior officials and politicians, who expressed a desire for the Assembly to assist with capacity building at the Lesotho Parliament. Staff development was an important area where the Assembly could offer assistance, particularly in relation to developing the skills of Committee Clerks, as the LNA was in the process of reforming and increasing its Committees. Work and study programmes went on to form the core of the link. The delegation recommended a strategic focus for the National Assembly’s International Relations, however it is now clear that the link, and subsequent bilateral activities between our two legislatures, developed in a more “ad hoc” and sporadic arrangement.

Training Seminars

Attachment Programme at the Assembly for LNA Staff, 2 – 11 July 2006
The first inward visit of LNA staff took place between 2-11 July 2006. The Deputy Clerk of the LNA, three Committee Clerks and an Assistant Librarian visited the Assembly for a study programme consisting of shadowing their Assembly counterparts and participating in workshops relating to Committee and Parliamentary skills. The delegation submitted a report to the Clerk and Speaker of the LNA on the lessons learned during their visit. The delegation reported on the openness of Committee meetings to the public, something which Committees in Lesotho have emulated since adopting new Standing Orders in 2008. Committee reports are also now in the style of Assembly Committee reports.
Committee Skills Seminar in Lesotho, 29 September – 6 October 2007
In October 2007, a delegation from the Assembly travelled to Lesotho with the purpose of delivering a training seminar to staff and Members of Committees at the Lesotho Parliament. The number of Committees at the Lesotho Parliament was due to be increased, resulting in an intake of new and inexperienced staff. The seminar was held in Maseru and was attended by 5 Committee Chairs and 17 members of parliamentary staff from the LNA and Senate. The content of the presentations focused on Committee procedures. Real examples from the Assembly were offered to those in attendance. There were also group discussions, from which a number of suggestions on how to improve the Committees were made by those in attendance. No formal report by the Lesotho Parliament is known to exist. It is thought that the lessons learned during this visit would have reinforced the lessons learned from the 2006 Attachment Programme.
Study Visit to the Assembly by Members and Staff of the Lesotho Senate HIV/AIDS Committee, 8 – 15 March 2008
In March 2008, two Members and one official from the Lesotho Senate visited the Assembly for a study programme arranged by the CPA Wales Branch. The programme once again focused on Committee skills and other parliamentary work. The programme was funded by the Lesotho Senate HIV/AIDS Committee. No recommendations were made following the visit. Anecdotal feedback was obtained from the visitors at the end of the programme (while they were still in Wales). However, no formal report by the visiting delegation is known to exist.
Post Election Seminar in Lesotho, 15 – 21 September 2008
In September 2008, Mike German AM travelled to Lesotho as part of a CPA Post Election Seminar in Lesotho. Mike German presented on the topics of “Parliamentary Democracy” and “Ethics and Accountability of Members of Parliament”. No formal post visit report is known to exist.
Study Visit to the Assembly by the Vice President of the Lesotho Senate, 10 – 14 November 2008
In November 2008, the Vice President of the Lesotho Senate visited the Assembly for a study visit, primarily for the purpose of observing the roles of Presiding Officer and Deputy Presiding Officer. No formal post visit report is known to exist.
Other Activities
Promises Auction, 12 November 2008
On 12 November 2008, the CPA Wales Branch sponsored a fundraising auction at St David’s Hotel in Cardiff Bay (The Senedd was unavailable), in aid of a Dolen Cymru appeal to raise £250,000 to build a cultural and educational centre in Lesotho. The auction is thought to have raised in the region of £4,000 towards the project. However, there are serious doubts over the validity of this figure, with Dolen Cymru having also suggested several other possible amounts. A figure of £35,938 has been given by Dolen Cymru as the total amount raised to date towards the centre. Building work on the project has not begun and no firm date has been given for the commencement of the project.
Note: other considered non-key visits are listed in the full body of the report.

Conclusion (Summary)
· The link has resulted in a great deal of positive feedback, and there are several positive outcomes as a result of the link.
·  It has been difficult to evaluate the link in the absence of consistent official reports following programmes. 
· Communication has been poor between Assembly and the Lesotho Parliament, and the link has relied too heavily on third parties. 
· Very few AMs have participated in the link, leading to a lack of continuity. 
A more strategic approach to any future bilateral relations should be considered.

· Summary of Key Bilateral Activities and Known Associated Costs*.
	Date
	Title
	Location
	Amount (£)*

	24 - 29.10.2005
	Fact Finding Visit
	Lesotho
	£11,410.00

	8.12.2005
	Visit of the Lesotho High Commissioner
	Assembly
	£114.77

	2 - 11.7.2006
	Attachment Programme of LNA Staff
	Assembly
	£11,511.96

	30.11.2006
	Visit of the Lesotho High Commissioner
	Assembly
	£250.00

	29.9.2007 - 6.10.2007
	Committee Skills Seminar
	Lesotho
	£6,429.78

	8 - 15.3.2008
	Study visit by HIVAIDS Committee
	Assembly
	£377.83

	6.6.2008
	Visit by Lesotho Minister for Foreign Affairs
	Assembly
	N/A

	15 - 21.9.2008
	CPA Post Election Seminar
	Lesotho
	£1,571.05

	10 - 14.11.2008
	Study Visit by VP of Lesotho Senate
	Assembly
	£798.63

	12.11.2008
	Promises Auction
	St David’s Hotel, Cardiff
	£3,000.59

	13.11.2008
	Visit by King Letsie III
	Assembly
	N/A

	25.2.2009
	Visit by Lesotho Key Ministries
	Assembly
	N/A

	13 - 16.5.2010
	Visit by Jeff Cuthbert AM to Lesotho
	Lesotho
	N/A

	16.6.2010
	CPA/Dolen Cymru 25th Anniversary Reception
	Assembly
	£537.27

	6.10.2010
	Visit by the Queen of Lesotho
	Assembly
	£585.37

	
	
	
	£36,587.25


*Over £100.00

Full Report

Terms of Reference
This report is presented to the CPA Wales Branch Executive Committee in March 2011 for their consideration.

This report does not seek to determine or influence the direction of any future collaboration between the two legislatures, but rather to produce – for the first time – a detailed and factual record, and to firmly establish the objectives and outcomes, of all significant activities as part of the link since 2005.

Background to this Report

In early 2010 Mike German AM made a request to the CPA Wales Branch Executive Committee that they provide further technical assistance to the Lesotho Parliament, particularly in the areas of Legal Services and Public Relations.
The Branch were open to this suggestion, however, the Branch Chair stated that it was now timely to evaluate the impact and effectiveness of bilateral activities between our two legislatures to date, before committing to any further technical support. A report to this effect was therefore commissioned.
Methodology
This report is a qualitative study drawing on the feedback of key identified participants in the link. This information was available through the study of archive information held by the Assembly and through interviews and in-depth questionnaires completed by key identified participants. The information presented in this report is not exhaustive, but rather a summary of the key facts and information gathered to the best of our knowledge and efforts, with the information and sources available. 

Archive sources within the Assembly include:

· Post visit reports. These reports were valuable in tracing the content and purpose of individual visits and activities. However, they did not for the most part illustrate the practical implementation of any lessons learned within the Lesotho Parliament. 
· CPA Wales Branch documents including minutes of Branch Executive meetings.

· Other records.
Questionnaires

In order to better understand the medium to long term impact of the link,   four questionnaires were prepared and sent to key identified participants in the link. The questionnaires sought to collect retrospective feedback and to highlight broad changes and improvements in the working practices of the Lesotho Parliament which could be attributed to cooperation with the Assembly. The questions asked were specifically tailored for each individual in view of their differing roles in the link. 
Questionnaires were completed by: 

· John Grimes, on behalf of the Assembly Committee Services. John was asked to complete a questionnaire in view of the fact that he has participated in the link, both in Wales and Lesotho and was formerly Acting Head of Committee Services at the Assembly. 
· Libuseng Majoro, Deputy Clerk of the Lesotho National Assembly, on behalf of the Parliament of Lesotho.

· Dr Carl Clowes, Honorary Life President of Dolen Cymru, and John Thomas, Trustee of Dolen Cymru.

A questionnaire was also sent to Lord German, who confirmed receipt but has not responded at the date of presenting this report. This is unfortunate as between 2005 and 2010 Mike German AM is recognised as having had the greatest individual participation and experience of the link of any Assembly Member. There is no doubt that his knowledge and perspective could have enhanced this report.
Communication Difficulties
Feedback gathered from the questionnaires has highlighted several unforeseen weaknesses in the link. What is most noticeable is the absence of formal lines of communication between the Assembly and the Lesotho Parliament. 
To give a perspective on this, considerable difficulty has been experienced in contacting the Lesotho Parliament in order to deliver the questionnaire itself. Efforts made to contact the Lesotho Parliament in early January 2011 included: via their general website, emailing the Speaker, DPO and Clerks and attempting to make contact through 3rd parties such as Dolen Cymru, Lord German and the High Commission – but all to no avail. 
On 7 February 2011 the Lesotho High Commissioner met with the CPA Wales Branch, and agreed to use his influence to ensure a response to our questionnaire. Following the High Commissioner’s intervention, a partial response has now been received from the Deputy Clerk of the LNA.
The questionnaires also established that there has been an apparent absence of set procedures to obtain feedback following bilateral programmes. This is discussed in more detail in the main body of this report. 

Background Information

Lesotho Country Profile 
Lesotho (officially the Kingdom of Lesotho) is a sovereign state and constitutional monarchy landlocked within the borders of South Africa. It has a total area of 30,355 square kilometres (roughly equivalent to Belgium) and has a population of around 2 million people. Lesotho was a British Protectorate until 1966, and is a member of the Commonwealth. 

Lesotho suffers from extreme poverty, and is classified as a Least Developed Country (LDC) by the UN. The average life expectancy is only 40.38 years (2009) and has the third highest HIV/AIDS prevalence rate in the world (23 %). 
Lesotho Parliament
The legislative branch of government is a bicameral parliament, comprised of the “National Assembly” (lower house) and the “Senate” (upper house). The National Assembly in Lesotho has similar electoral arrangements to the National Assembly for Wales – of its 120 Members, 80 are elected by constituencies and 40 from lists. The Senate has 33 Members – 22 ex-offico Members as tribal chiefs and a further 11 Members nominated by the King.
The King serves as head of state but is limited from exercising any executive or legislative authority by the terms of the 1993 constitution. The function of the monarchy is considered to be purely ceremonial.
Dolen Cymru
 
In 1985 Dolen Cymru formed as a registered charity to facilitate cooperation between civil society in Wales and Lesotho following observations by its founding members that existing western aid to Africa could not be sustained in order to leave a lasting legacy.
The principles of Dolen were to: 
· Create an equitable link between Wales and an LDC, where both sides would benefit from cooperation.

· Create a lasting grassroots link between individuals, groups and organisations in both countries, a method which had been left “untapped” by existing government to government links.
· Focus on friendship, understanding and exchange rather than simply providing material aid.
The project was heralded as the first “nation to nation” link and built on existing Welsh projects in Lesotho, such as an effort by the Women’s Institute for Wales to help with clean drinking water, and, a fundraising campaign by the Welsh Centre for International Affairs to support UNICEF projects in Lesotho. 

Similarities between Wales and Lesotho included a predominantly Christian population, a mountainous landscape, a large mining workforce (in South Africa), and a love of singing 

Welsh Government Programme in Lesotho

The Welsh Government funds and administers the Lesotho Teacher Placement Programme (LTTP), which is a separate initiative to the Assembly’s link with the Lesotho Parliament. The purpose of the LTTP is to: 
· offer professional development opportunities to teachers from Wales in Lesotho and enable teachers from Lesotho to visit Wales; 
· promote global citizenship; 
· further strengthen links between Wales and Lesotho.
In April 2006, Jane Davidson AM, the then Minister for Education, Lifelong Learning and Skills (accompanied by two officials), visited Lesotho for four days. The purpose of the visit was to strengthen the links at a Ministerial level between Wales and Lesotho, to discuss and observe the LTTP and observe the work of Dolen Cymru.   
The Welsh Government has recently cut its funding for the (long-term) teacher placement program, reducing its funding from £84,000 (2009-10) to £66,000 (2010-11).
In addition to this programme, the Welsh Government provides Dolen Cymru with an annual grant of £55,000 which is used to support the work of paid officers, administrative support and for costs relating to their office based in Cardiff Bay. This core fund grant pre dates the establishment of the Assembly and devolution, back to the days of the Welsh Office.
Introduction – The Founding of the National Assembly for Wales (CPA Branch) – Lesotho Parliament Link.
The CPA Wales Branch began to explore the benefits of a sustained programme of activities with another CPA Branch during Branch Executive meetings between 2004 and 2005. The identified purposes of the link would be to
:
· Broaden and increase AM involvement in the CPA (only three to four Assembly Members typically had any experience CPA activities annually). 
· Create a framework to discuss matters of mutual interest such as legislative procedures and effective scrutiny. 
· Raise the profile and awareness of each other’s nations. 
· Learn of aspects of parliamentary work that were of interest to the partner legislature, so that the relationship would be truly reciprocal.
All Assembly Members would be invited to take part in the link providing that they submitted a written application to the Branch to outline the purpose of each visit and how it would develop closer relations. Members would then be expected to submit a report to the Branch following the visit.

Following further discussions on the subject in early 2005, the Branch agreed that Lesotho was the most suitable candidate in view of similarities in size, population and electoral arrangements. A long-term reciprocal relationship with Lesotho would complement the many links, which already existed between Wales and Lesotho
.
In addition to this, a delegation from the LNA visited Wales in 2002 and Members from both institutions seemed to find it a valuable experience (there is no known record of this visit)
.
On 10 May 2005 the Branch Executive met and agreed that the then Clerk to the Assembly (Paul Silk) would make initial contact with his counterpart in Lesotho to express the Branch’s interest in initiating links and to ask if there was a possibility of a visit to Lesotho. No response was received and the email was resent on 3 June, again to no response
.

Following the lack of response to the emails sent to the Clerk of the LNA, the Clerk of the Assembly wrote to the British High Commission in Lesotho to explore the idea further
. 

Fact-finding Visit to Lesotho, 24-29 October 2005

Delegation
Mike German AM
John Griffiths AM
Andrew George (Delegation Secretary) 
Dyfan Jones (Dolen Cymru)
Purpose
Following the CPA Branch Executive’s decision to develop closer reciprocal links with another legislature in May 2005, the Branch Executive sent a delegation to Lesotho on a fact-finding visit to explore possible areas of cooperation. 
The visit was broken down to two specific objectives:

1. To build and reinforce relationships between the National Assembly for Wales and the Parliament of Lesotho and to consider areas of joint working.

2. To discuss with international governments and non-governmental organisations working on the ground in Lesotho how the National Assembly might best compliment their activities. 

Programme Summary
26 October 2005 – Meetings with: Minister of Education and Training and the Principal Secretary of the Ministry of Education and Training; Mr Peter Barrett, UK Honorary Consul; Mr John Viner, Governance Programme Officer; and Michael M Mataure, Consultant to Governance Programme, United Nations Development Programme.
27 October 2005 - Meetings with: the Speaker and Deputy Speaker of the National Assembly; other senior parliamentarians and officials; Deputy Director of Elections Independent Electoral Commission; Clerk and Deputy Clerk of the National Assembly.
28 October - Visit to Maluti Adventist Hospital, visit to Molapo High School

29 October - Visit to Thaba Tseka to Bereng Primary School and Loti Primary School.
Future Cooperation 
A post visit report was produced by Wales Branch delegation following the visit. This report shows that the delegation established the willingness of both the Speaker and the Clerk of the LNA to participate in a programme of sustained activity with the Assembly. Possible areas of cooperation were also established, which could include: 

· Capacity building amongst Parliamentary Clerks.  

· Public information and education; 

· Members’ library and research support; 

· The practical issues around separation. (assumed to mean from the Executive)
The Speaker of the LNA raised the issue of staff training and development, which was particularly pertinent as the Lesotho Parliament were in the process of parliamentary reform, a development of which was the expansion of their Committee system. Five new Portfolio Committees were going to be created, which would lead to an intake of new and inexperienced staff and Members.
Support Services for Assembly Members was another area where the Assembly could offer assistance, as the LNA had recently been provided with a small library and internet access.

Also important to note, was that the LNA had already established separate links with the UNDP (technical assistance to the office of Speaker and senior management to develop their governance arrangements) and the South African Parliament (assisting the LNA with the redrafting of its standing orders). 
Visit Recommendations

Several recommendations were made following the visit (please refer to paragraph 30 and 31 of the delegations post visit report, which is available on the International Relations section of the Assembly website):

(i) Work towards developing a strategic focus for the National Assembly’s international relations, building on the existing and emerging links between Wales and Lesotho

(ii) That a programme of work and study visits at both Member and official level be established between the two Assemblies.

(iii) That a cross-party group on Lesotho be established within the Assembly to enable effective future dialogue between Assembly Members, Dolen Cymru and civil society to ensure that a programme of suitable involvement is taken forward.
(iv) That the Welsh Government considers building on the existing links between Wales and Lesotho and makes Lesotho a focus for its international development strategy.

Outcome
With regard the visit report recommendations:
Recommendation (ii) of the visit report, advocated “a programme of work and study visits at both Member and official level be established between the two Assemblies”. These programmes went on to form the core of the Branch’s cooperation with the Lesotho Parliament, exemplified by the fact that between 2006 and 2008 four separate initiatives focused on staff training which accounted for a great deal of the Wales Branch’s expenditure on the link.
It is debatable, however, whether a “strategic focus” for the National Assembly’s International Relations, building on Wales Lesotho links (recommendation I) ever emerged as there was never a strategy or work programme to detail the proposed path of future cooperation.

During his time in Lesotho, Dyfan Jones had significant influence in the development and content of future training programmes. He also acted as an intermediary for communication between the Assembly and Lesotho during his time there
.
Following his departure from Lesotho in 2008, however, there is an obvious decline in contact between both legislatures. This highlights the lack of continuity in the link, which relied heavily on too few individuals who had not documented any consideration regarding continuity for the future path of cooperation.
The proposed Cross Party Group on Lesotho (recommendation III) was never established. 
Note: Dyfan Jones was part of this delegation to Lesotho as a Dolen Cymru employee. He then went on to work for the United Nations Development Project and was based in Lesotho as an advisor the HIV/AIDS Committee. 

Training Seminars

Attachment Programme for Lesotho National Assembly Staff, 2 – 11 July 2006

Delegation
Mrs. Rethabile Maluke, Deputy Clerk to the Assembly

Mr. Mosito Lelimo, Committee Clerk

Mr. Mothibe Mothibe, Committee Clerk

Ms. ‘Malephallo Mohasoa, Committee Clerk

Mr. Moeketsi Liphoto, Assistant Librarian
Introduction
Following the CPA Wales Branch’s decision to provide professional development opportunities to the LNA, the Branch agreed to host a visit by 5 parliamentary staff from the LNA for a programme which focused on peer to peer shadowing and presentations/meetings with Commission (then known as “APS”) staff, covering Assembly operations and procedures. 
All costs relating to travel, accommodation and subsistence allowances were met by the CPA Wales Branch due to the financial constraints of the LNA. 
The visit is also significant for being the first instance of an attachment programme for a visiting group hosted by the Assembly over an extended period.
Summary of Programme

3 July: Orientation and Induction; initial meeting with Commission mentors; tour of the Assembly Office and local area; reception hosted by Paul Silk, Clerk to the Assembly; discussions with APS Senior Management Team; tour of the Senedd and Pierhead; end of day debrief session with mentors.

4 July: Introduction to Chamber Business; Introduction to Committee Business; reception hosted by CPA Wales Branch; discussions with Alun Cairns AM (then Branch Chair) and Branch Executive Members John Griffiths AM and Mike German AM; observation of Plenary Business from the Public Gallery; review session with Andrew George; briefing on information and communications technology.

5 July: All day - individual programmes with Assembly Commission mentors.

6 July: Morning - individual programmes; meetings with Assembly Members’ Support Staff; presentation on drafting new Assembly Standing Orders.

7 July: All day - Visit to St Cenydd School, Caerphilly (twinned with Mount Royal School in Leribe, Lesotho)
10 July: Visit to Westminster Houses of Parliament arranged by CPA UK Branch.

11 July: Debrief session

Recommendations of Visit

Following the conclusion of the programme, the CPA Wales Branch Secretariat (Peter Kellam) collected feedback from the visitors and produced a report to detail the visit.

The Branch Secretariat reported on several positive outcomes from the visit, including:

· The establishment of personal peer-to-peer contact between staff at the two legislatures.

· Greater Appreciation of the nature of both Organisations.

· Suggestions for further programmes.

Outcome
In order to assess the practical benefit of the programme, the Deputy Clerk of the LNA was asked to submit a report to the LNA to provide reflection on the programme once the lessons learned and the experience gained was implemented. This was expected to be done in late 2006
. 

In November 2006, the CPA Wales Branch again sought a report from the LNA to show how the “visit had influenced their work and what areas they would wish to develop in future programmes”
. A report summarising many of the lessons learned during the visit was compiled by the delegation on their return to Lesotho
.
The Lesotho delegation report made recommendations relating to the structure of the Lesotho Parliament and its Committee work. In January 2011, a questionnaire was sent to the Lesotho Parliament asking whether any of the lessons learned had been implemented. A partial response has been received that indicates that some of these lessons learned may have been taken up following the visit.
Committees at the Lesotho Parliament appear to have been influenced by the openness, transparency and levels of public participation at the Assembly. According to the lessons learned document, the delegation was impressed with public participation at the Assembly saying that “public participation in policy and legislation formulation [at the Assembly] is so remarkable”. Since adopting new Standing Orders in 2008 Portfolio Committees in Lesotho have made Committee sittings open to the public. Committee reports on Bills are now made in what the Deputy Clerk calls “the Wales style”, with slight modifications. A significant number of reports have been adopted by the House
.    

Continued correspondence between the Assembly and the LNA, however, does not seem to have developed in the way hoped at the time of the visit. During the visit, the delegation commented that many of the most important lessons learned were through informal dialogue with their counterparts at the Assembly Commission. It was thought that these contacts could continue to be applied following their return to Lesotho to provide “an immediate mechanism for continued correspondence and support”. The visitors reflected that early contact should be established between dedicated points of contact within both Assemblies in order to take forward the development of the visit programme
.

When asked whether peer to peer contacts have formed at both legislatures, both Committee Services at the Assembly and the Lesotho Parliament responded saying that this had not happened
. Dyfan Jones became the key figure in communication between the Assembly and the Lesotho Parliament, acting as an intermediary, through which future programmes would develop.
Committee Skills Seminar, 29 September – 6 October 2007

Delegation

Mike German AM  
John Grimes (Acting Head of Committee Services, National Assembly).
Purpose
This visit followed a general election in Lesotho in May 2007. The LNA was in the process of redrafting their standing orders which would reform the structure of their Committee system by introducing five new Portfolio Committees. This would result in an intake of new Committee Chairs and Clerks.

Following the Branch’s commitment to providing professional development opportunities to staff at the Lesotho Parliament, the CPA Wales Branch endorsed a proposal to sponsor a visit to Lesotho by a Member and an official from the Assembly with the purpose of delivering a training seminar to Members and staff at the Lesotho Parliament. 

Through Dyfan Jones (UNDP Officer working in Lesotho), the Clerk of the LNA had requested that the delegation develop a programme which focused on: 

· Parliamentary practice and procedure

· Budgeting for Committees

· Planning Committee Activities

· The relationship between Portfolio Committees and relevant ministries
Following this, two main objectives were set for the visit:

(i) Parliamentary capacity building in Lesotho. The delegation would offer The Lesotho National Assembly insight into the structure and operation of the National Assembly for Wales’ Committees. 

(ii) Developing Assembly Members awareness of Wales – Lesotho links and to report on issues surrounding the development of further activity.
Programme Summary
The seminar took place at the Maseru Sun Hotel, and was attended by 5 Committee Chairs and 17 members of parliamentary staff from the LNA and Senate. In this way, it was hoped that the seminars would stimulate improved coordination and cooperation between both houses.

The Clerk of the LNA called the seminars a “golden, once in a parliament experience” because it was the first specific training for staff relating to Committees, their roles and work. In an email to the delegation before the seminar, Dyfan Jones advised the delegation to pitch the content of the seminar at “a low level” because of the attendees’ lack of previous training.

Sunday 30 September: Delegation arrives in Maseru; local area visit with Dolen; evening meeting with Harper Brown, Country Director, Sentebale.

Monday 1 October: All day seminar at Maseru Sun Hotel, with presentations relating to the background of the Assembly and general Committee skills, as well as discussions and group work.
Tuesday 2 October: All day seminar at Maseru Sun Hotel, with presentations and discussions relating to Committee work. From discussions, participants raised a number of questions and suggestions on how Committees might develop. Evening CPA Wales Branch Reception at the Maseru Sun Hotel.
Wednesday 3 October: Visit Lesotho Parliament; Mike German AM visit to Molapo High School, Leribe District (arranged by Dolen Cymru).
Thursday 4 October: Mike German travel to Q’thing (accompanied by Dolen Cymru staff); evening dinner with Mr Mohlokonya of the Lesotho Red Cross.
Friday 5 October: Visit to Lesotho Red Cross; Travel back to Maseru in the afternoon.

Recommendations

A post visit report was produced by the Wales Branch delegation following the visit, which included a total of six recommendations.  Four of these recommendations related to projects that the delegation had observed in Lesotho. These were endorsed by the CPA Wales Branch Executive Committee on 24 October 2007 (please refer to visit report paragraphs 35, 36 and 48 for full details of these recommendations).
Two recommendations were made which related to committee work. These were:
· That the suggestions and questions arising from the seminar are submitted for consideration by the Speaker of the Lesotho National Assembly.

· That the Branch considers how it might offer further support in future years to meet the need for continued support to see the nascent committees through their formation towards an established and sustainable future.
These recommendations were also endorsed by the CPA Wales Branch Executive Committee on 24 October 2007.
Outcome
Following the Seminar, the Speaker of the LNA wrote to the Assembly expressing her heartfelt appreciation and gratitude. The seminar was described as “an opportune learning experience” and the information given as “invaluable”. Both John Grimes and Mike German AM were also praised for their professionalism and experience. The Speaker also expressed her desire for the link to “blossom and grow from strength to strength”
.
According to the visit proposal, the delegation would submit a written report to the Branch on their return. Evaluation would also be sought from the LNA at the end of the programme, and a further review conducted 6 months after the visit to identify ways in which lessons learnt had been implemented.

There is some positive feedback about the impact of the seminar. In the questionnaire completed by John Grimes for instance, John commented that the seminar succeeded in “…overcoming (for a few days) the cultural reluctance of Clerks and Chairs to mix and talk as equals about how Committees work etc”. Many of the presentations would likely have reinforced the lessons already learned in 2006. However, following correspondence with the Deputy Clerk of the LNA, there is no evidence of a more detailed “evaluation” by the LNA, such as that promised in the visit proposal. Without such a review, it is difficult to assess both the short term and long term impact of the seminar. 
It has not been possible to ascertain whether the suggestions/questions from the discussions at the seminar were submitted to the Speaker of the LNA (as recommended in the visit report).
Visit of Lesotho Senate HIV/AIDS Committee, 8 – 15 March 2008

Delegation

The Honourable Senator Mr Lerotholi Denis Seeiso (Member of the Lesotho Senate’s HIV/AIDS Select Committee)

The Honourable Senator Mofumahali ‘Mantoetse L. Peete Seeiso (Member of the Lesotho Senate’s HIV/AIDS Select Committee)

Ntsitsa Thamae (Clerk of the Lesotho Senate’s HIV/AIDS Select Committee)

Dyfan Jones (UNDP advisor to the Committee)

Background
In January 2008, the Clerk of the Lesotho Senate expressed a desire for the Assembly to assist with the training of the Chair and Clerk of the Senate HIV & AIDS Select Committee. 
At the Speaker’s request, Dyfan Jones, the UNDP officer in Lesotho, with whom the Branch had previously cooperated, approached the Assembly regarding the possibility of the Assembly hosting an inward visit by a Member and Clerk of the Senate HIV/AIDS Select Committee. The cost was met by the Lesotho Senate, who had made funds available for such a visit to be utilised by March of that year.
Programme
The content of the programme was coordinated between the then Branch Secretariat,Peter Kellam, and John Grimes of Committee Services, focusing on Committee skills (following on from the seminar delivered by John Grimes and Mike German in Lesotho in September 2007).

10 March: Arrive at the Senedd for introductory presentations on the Assembly; a tour of the Senedd; lunch hosted by Claire Clancy (Chief Executive and Clerk to the Assembly); introductory presentation and discussion on Committees; supper hosted by the CPA Wales Branch.

11 March: Arrive at Tŷ Hywel for presentation and discussion on the practical aspects of Committees, join in with Commonwealth Day celebrations at the Senedd, meeting with Dr. Carl Clowes (Dolen Cymru), Observe Commonwealth Day Debate; Commonwealth Day reception.

12 March: Visit to the BBC Suite at Tŷ Hywel; Meeting with John Griffiths AM; Meeting with the Chief and Deputy Chief Medical Officers; observe Plenary.

13 March: Discussions with Prof. Hugh Pennington (E. Coli Enquiry), David Melding AM, James Verity and David Metcalfe (both from the Wales Audit Office); lunch hosted by CPA Wales Branch; Shadow Audit Committee meeting; Presentation of E. Coli Enquiry.

Recommendations

No recommendations were made following the visit, although a short visit report was produced by the CPA Branch Secretariat following the programme which details the programme and records suggestions made at a debrief session on the final working day of the programme. 

Outcome
No post visit report has come to light from the Lesotho Parliament to illustrate how the lessons learned had been implemented. However the Assembly visit report speaks of an impression that the programme as a whole had been informative and of interest to the visitors. On this visit the delegation were able to shadow Assembly staff and also an Assembly Committee, which the inward delegation on the 2006 Attachment Programme found to be the most useful aspect of their training.
Other aspects of this visit had also been useful to the delegation. The group, for example, commented that their sessions with the BBC and with Prof. Pennington had been of benefit. 

Another area of interest for the delegation was the delivery of HIV/AIDS services in Wales, which had not been included on this visit programme. The delegation, however, commented that future programmes might focus on the delivery of HIV/AIDS services in Wales. No such request was made prior to this visit however.

It is worth noting that the Lesotho Committee Clerk on this visit (Ntsitsa Thamae) had also attended the Committee Skills Seminar delivered by Mike German AM and John Grimes a few months earlier in Lesotho (October 2007). It is likely, therefore, that the programme would have further reinforced the lessons learned at the October 2007 seminar.

The then CPA Wales Branch secretariat  records a suggestion made by the delegation that the mutual exchange of information could occur at the beginning of future programmes. No mention is made of the possibility of continual communication between peer to peer contacts at both legislatures once the visitors had returned to Lesotho. 
CPA Post Election Seminar Lesotho, 15 – 21 September 2008

Delegation

Mike German AM

Background

In November 2006, it was agreed during a Branch Executive meeting that the Branch Secretary should volunteer the Assembly’s support to the CPA Secretary General on future parliamentary strengthening programmes in Lesotho.

In December 2006, the CPA Wales Branch Executive Committee agreed that the Branch Secretary should write to the CPA Headquarters Secretariat informing them of the Assembly’s interest in assisting with the observation of the LNA elections scheduled for 17 February 2007. 

In May 2008, the Secretary General of the CPA asked the CPA Wales Branch to send a member to serve as part of the CPA resource team for a post-election seminar in Lesotho. This was at the request of the Parliament of Lesotho. The CPA Secretariat offered to contribute to members travel costs equivalent to cheapest economy rate airfare, with the host branch meeting any catering costs
.

Aims

Members of the CPA resource team (the resource team is assumed to refer to each presenter at the seminar) would speak for about 10 minutes each on the topics in question which would be followed by a general discussion designed to allow as wide participation as possible. It was anticipated that the team would consist of 3 or 4 persons who would lead discussions on the topics
Programme

The draft programme of the seminar records that Mike German presented on two topics at the seminar:

Session 2: Parliamentary Democracy

Session 3: Ethics and Accountability of Members of Parliament

Outcome

Little is known about the outcome of this seminar due to the fact that no post visit report is known to exist and the Member involved did not respond to requests for information in relation to the visit.
Study Visit by Hon. Hlomohang Morokole, Vice President of Lesotho Senate, 10 – 14 November 2008

Delegation

Hon. Hlomohang Morokole, Vice President of Lesotho Senate

Purpose

Following elections to the LNA in 2007, a number of personnel changes were also made at the Lesotho Senate, including the appointment of a new President and Vice President (equivalent to the Presiding Officer and Deputy Presiding Officer).

Both the President and Vice President had been Senators for a number of years but lacked experience and understanding of their new roles. The Lesotho Senate had recently defeated proposed amendment by the Government to the country’s constitution. The debates on this subject were controversial and identified procedural issues at the Senate. 

It was following these developments that the Lesotho Senate approached the Llywydd – to explore the possibility of the Assembly providing the Vice President with a training opportunity. Previous visits to Westminster, which more closely resembles the Lesotho Parliament (as they are both bicameral), had been described as not fully beneficial, although the reasons for this are not known.

The objective of the visit was to “expose the VP to the workings of another legislature, and specifically to give the VP greater insight into the Assembly, particularly to observe the role of PO and Deputy PO”.

Programme
Dyfan Jones (although by now working for the UNDP in Turkey) suggested a programme focusing on a combination of shadowing and specific training sessions and seminars on the different aspects that would be the most effective and beneficial.  
Monday 10 November 08: Introduction to Wales and the Assembly, tour of the Senedd, meeting with Chief Executive & Clerk to the Assembly – Claire Clancy.

Shadow/observe – Education Services, Record of Proceedings/Translation Services.



Tuesday 11 November 08: Shadow/observe – Legal Services, Finance/Audit Committees, Members’ Research Service/Library Services. Observe remembrance at the Senedd, observe First Ministers Questions. 

Wednesday 12 November 08: Observe Committees. Shadow/observe – Table Office, Petitions Committee. Observe Plenary. Attend Dolen Cymru Promises Auction. Dinner with Dolen & King Letsie III

Thursday 13 November 08: Arrival of the King.

Outcome

There are no records or reports to indicate what the benefits of the visit were, or how the visit may have led to the improvement of parliamentary practice in Lesotho. There is no record of the Vice President spending any time with the Presiding Officer or the Deputy Presiding Officer, which appeared to have been a key, if not  the central, purpose of his visit.
Promises Auction, 12 November 2008
Background

In November 2008, the CPA Wales Branch sponsored a fundraising event in aid of Dolen Cymru’s “Appeal 25”. The appeal sought to raise £250,000 to build, equip and support a modern training and cultural centre in Maseru, Lesotho. The centre would aim to
:

· Foster and develop educational, health, religious  links between Wales and Lesotho

· Provide a home and income generation for the Lesotho Wales link

· Provide a resource for Welsh people working in and visiting Lesotho.

The concept of the event was an auction where the lots were those that “money can’t buy”, such as signed memorabilia from Nicole Cook (Olympic cycling gold medallist) and a meal cooked for ten people by renowned chef Graham Tinsley
. 
Because the Senedd was unavailable on this night, the auction took place at St. David’s Hotel in Cardiff at a cost of approximately £3,000 to the CPA Wales Branch.
The event coincided with the visit of the King of Lesotho and with the training programme at the Assembly given to the Vice President of the Lesotho Senate. 
Outcome

It must be stated that at the time of presenting this report to the CPA Wales Branch Executive Committee, there was a great deal of uncertainty over the exact sum of money raised at the auction. 

Following the Auction in December 2008, Dolen Cymru wrote to the CPA Wales Branch stating that the event had raised “over £7,000”. In January 2011 Dolen Cymru were asked to provide the exact figure raised at the auction, and stated a figure several thousand pounds lower than which was stated in 2008. 
Dolen Cymru was then asked to clarify this figure, and it became apparent that Dolen Cymru were relying on handwritten notes and paper records rather than electronic records. Through continued correspondence with Dolen Cymru, several different figures were given as the total raised on the night of the Promises Auction. At the time this report was presented, it was stated that the likely sum raised on the night was in the region of £4,000, although a definitive figure could not be given with any confidence.

With regard to the construction of the “Wales Centre”, twenty eight months have (at the date of presenting this report)  since the “Promises Auction”, and no construction work has started. Dolen Cymru has raised a total of £35,938 towards the project, but has not revised the target figure of £250,000. Assurances have been received that the funds raised so far have been ring-fenced towards the “Wales Centre”.
When asked what their plans were to achieve the remaining £214,062, Dolen Cymru stated that this would happen through a series of fundraising events including a Three-Peaks Challenge in Wales and the “100 Club”.
Dolen Cymru also stated that they are waiting for written confirmation by the Ministry for Local Government in Lesotho over the availability of land for the centre. Dolen Cymru state that a promise was made to them that the land would be given as a gift.
Letter to Dolen Cymru – Amendment to original report

On presenting this report to the CPA Branch Executive Committee, the Chair of the Branch sent a letter to Dolen Cymru on behalf of the Branch asking Dolen Cymru to: 
· clarify the sum raised on the night of the Promises auction. 
· clarify the position of the “Wales Centre” in light of unforeseen delays to the project.
In response to this letter, Dolen cymru responded stating that:
· On reviewing the total raised at the “Promises Auction”, the total raised on the night has been confirmed as £5,165.59.

· Dolen Cymru agreed that there had been delays with the project as a result of several fundraising events failing or not coming to fruition. They have appointed a new director and will continue to press on with the “Wales Centre”.

· Dolen Cymru expressed their “…genuine appreciation of the help and support that the CPA have shown in respect of Wales’ relationship with Lesotho”.

Other Visits
In addition to the afore-mentioned training seminars and other activities, a number of visits have occurred – these have, according to the Lesotho High Commissioner and Dr Carl Clowes (in a February 2011 meeting with Members of the CPA Wales Branch Executive), strengthened relations between the legislatures of Wales and Lesotho. 

Visit of the High Commissioner of the Kingdom of Lesotho, HRH Prince Seeiso Bereng Seeiso 8 December 2005

On 8 December 2005 the Lesotho High Commissioner visited the Assembly. He met with the First Minister, the Minister for Health and Social Services and the Minister for Education and Lifelong Learning. He also attended a buffet lunch hosted by the CPA Wales Branch.
Visit of the High Commissioner of the Kingdom of Lesotho, HRH Prince Seeiso Bereng Seeiso 30 November 2006

On 30 November 2006 the Lesotho High Commissioner visited the Assembly and met with officials of the Welsh Government's Department of Education, the Chief Medical Officer and other health officials.
The CPA Branch Executive Committee saw this as an “opportunity for Branch Members to seek input on how further links with Lesotho might develop”, and hosted a lunch with the High Commissioner. Whilst in Cardiff, the High Commissioner also met with the Director of Tourism & Marketing of Visit Wales.
Visit by the Rt Hon Mohlabi Kenneth Tsekoa, Minister for Foreign Affairs, Government of Lesotho 6 June 2008

On 6 June 2008, the Lesotho Minister for Foreign Affairs visited the Assembly while in Wales to attend the "Lesotho Conference 2008" at the Wales Millennium Centre. The visit consisted of a tour of the Senedd, a round table debate hosted by the CPA Wales Branch and then refreshments at the Senedd.
The Rt Hon Mohlabi Kenneth Tsekoa has commented of the link:

“the link is a source of hope to the people of Lesotho. It is one of the greatest developments that has come to us on a human level....it is an unprecedented example of how meaningful links can be.....given our location and smallness, there is a need to hold another hand, however far away, to help make us feel we are truly part of the world, part of the international community”

Visit by Delegation from Lesotho Key Ministries 25 February 2009 

Delegation

Me Mabaitsi Motsamai, Ministry of Trade and Industry

Ntate Lichaba, Ministry of Finance

Kanono Molemohi, Ministry of Labour

Me Puleng Dumela, Ministry of Home Affairs

Me Sentsuoe Lenka Mohau, Registrar General

Ntate Phafane, Lesotho Chamber of Commerce and Industry

Ntate Motebang Mokoaleli, Lesotho National Development Corporation

John Yates, British Council Governance Advisor

Olga Kelly, British Council Governance Advisor

The visit was a component of a wider programme delivered by the British Council which focused on assisting the speed and pace of investment climate reform in Lesotho and to support the newly created Private Sector Development Division within the Ministry of Finance.

The visit illustrated how the Assembly supports inward investment into Wales and scrutinises the policies implemented by the Welsh Government. 
At the Assembly, the visitors were given an introduction to the Assembly and viewed the Plenary session . They then met with AMs over lunch.
Visit by Jeff Cuthbert AM to Lesotho, 13 – 16 May 2010

Following CPA Executive Committee business in Swaziland, Jeff Cuthbert AM visited Lesotho, including the new Parliament building, in a programme suggested and led by Dolen Cymru. Other aspects to the visit included meetings with the Irish Ambassador and with Welsh teachers in Lesotho as part of the Welsh Government’s Lesotho Teacher Training Programme. Jeff also had the opportunity to visit Mount Royal High School, in Leribe, twinned with St. Cenydd School in Caerphilly. 
CPA and Dolen Cymru Reception to Celebrate the 25th Anniversary of Dolen Cymru, 16 June 2010
A reception to celebrate the 25th Anniversary of Dolen Cymru was held at the Senedd in June 2010. Speeches were made by Rosemary Butler AM, Deputy Presiding Officer of the Assembly, and Dr Carl Clowes, Honorary Consul to Wales. A video recording of the Lesotho High Commissioner was played who described the benefit of the link over 25 years, and a message from Prince Harry (Dolen Cymru’s Patron) was read by Wayne Crocker, Chair of Dolen Cymru.

Visit by the Queen of Lesotho, 6 October 2010

As part of the 25th anniversary celebrations of Dolen Cymru, Her Majesty Queen Masenate Mohato Seeiso (accompanied by Her entourage) visited the Assembly as a component of Her Welsh tour.

Conclusion
There is no doubt that the CPA Wales-Lesotho link was entered into with admirable intentions and that subsequent programmes, activities and events have followed this ethos. Several positive outcomes have been achieved during the past six years, including cooperative discussions between Committee Chairs and Clerks during the 2007 Committee Skills Seminar and increased levels of openness in the Lesotho Parliament’s Committee system.  
Nevertheless, much of the positive feedback received has been primarily anecdotal in nature. Whilst recognising the difficulty in quantifying benefits such as “increased understanding of each other’s nations”, it must be noted that it is difficult to evaluate, and arguably to justify, this key parliamentary link in the absence of consistent official reports.
There are obvious issues relating to communication between the Assembly and the Lesotho Parliament. Through the course of the link it has been difficult to contact the Lesotho Parliament directly. There has always been a dependency on the intervention of third parties, which is a far from ideal approach to conducting communication of such an important nature. 
A programme of sustained activities was entered into with the explicit intention of increasing Assembly Member participation in CPA activities and in order to provide development opportunities to LNA staff.

However, very few Assembly Members ultimately have had any direct involvement in the link, which was one of the main aims of its establishment.. This has resulted in a lack of continuity and rolling corporate memory in this project, to which considerable time and expense has been invested.
This is in stark contrast to the Scotland-Malawi Programme (please refer to Annex B) where many more MSPs have been directly involved in the link, ensuring a Parliament-wide “bye-in”. The Scotland Malawi Programme has also maintained continuity through efforts such as a cross party group and a pilot project linking MSPs with their Malawian counterparts at minimum costs;features  not part of the Wales-Lesotho link.
Consideration should be given to whether a more strategic approach to the CPA Wales-Lesotho link, along with an accompanying work programme would have delivered a more consistent approach with more measureable and defined evaluation mechanisms.
Recommendations

The National Assembly Branch of the CPA met on 7 March 2011 to discuss this report. The following comments and recommendation were made by Members of the CPA Wales Branch:

Whilst there are undoubtedly some positive outcomes to have come out of this bilateral link (such as the work developing more open and accountable committees in the Lesotho National Assembly) there has been no activity for over 2 years and it is recommended that:

1. The Branch does not actively continue or focus its Parliamentary links solely with the Parliament of Lesotho.

2. The Branch should formally write to Dolen Cymru to express concern over the indefinite delay of the “Wales Centre”; to request regular updates on the progress of the project and to seek clarity on the exact amount and management of the funds raised at the 2008 CPA Wales Branch sponsored “Promises Auction” towards the Centre.

3.   Lessons should be learned from the “Lesotho experience” and that any future parliamentary bilateral links (be they in Sub-Saharan Africa or elsewhere):

· should be formed and developed strategically and with a considered work programme (and not purely on an ad-hoc and reactive basis)

· should be evaluated regularly against set objectives

· should only be established with a legislature where there is confidence in the ability to make and maintain direct contact between Members and Officials (and not dependant on 3rd parties)

· should involve far more Members and officials than has been the case with Lesotho to ensure an “Assembly wide buy- in” and continuity beyond the term of any individual or groups of Members.







Annex A: Breakdown of Costs

Fact-finding Visit to Lesotho, 24-29 October 2005

	Item
	 Amount (£) 

	Flights (4 persons)
	£9,932.00

	Expenditure and admin costs for Dolen Cymru for visit
	£759.40

	Expenses for John Griffiths AM
	£202.59

	Expenses for Mike German AM
	£244.74

	Expenses for Andrew George
	£198.93

	Gift for visit
	£72.00

	Total
	£11,410


Visit of HRH Prince Seeiso Bereng Seeiso, High Commissioner of the Kingdom of Lesotho, 8 December 2005

	Item
	 Amount (£) 

	Catering
	£114.77

	Total
	£114.77


Attachment Programme for Lesotho National Assembly Staff, 2 – 11 July 2006

The funding to support the attachment programme was provided by the CPA Wales Branch in recognition of the financial constraints of the LNA. 

	Item
	Amount (£)

	Flights
	£ 5,468.00

	Airport shuttles and Internal Transport
	£ 851.63

	Westminster Visit
	£ 479.60

	Hotel Accommodation: Future Inn, Cardiff Bay
	£ 3,567.90

	Subsistence Allowance
	£ 930.00

	Hospitality / Refreshments
	£ 214.83

	Total
	£ 11,511.96 


Visit of HRH Prince Seeiso Bereng Seeiso, High Commissioner of the Kingdom of Lesotho 30 November 2006
	Item
	Amount (£)

	Catering
	£250.00

	Total
	£250.00


Committee Skills Seminar, 29 September – 6 October 2007

	Item
	 Amount (£) 

	Flights
	£3,862.70

	Room hire at Hotel for staging Seminar
	£1,274.00

	Accommodation 
	£527.80

	Travel in Lesotho
	£506.09

	Other Expenses
	£259.19

	Total
	£6,429.78


Visit of Lesotho Senate HIV/AIDS Committee 8 – 15 March 2008

This visit was mainly funded by the Lesotho senate, although there were some catering and travel costs.  

	Item
	 Amount (£) 

	Catering/Hospitality
	£287.83

	Travel costs
	£90.00

	Total
	£377.83


Visit by the Rt Hon Mohlabi Kenneth Tsekoa, Minister for Foreign Affairs, Government of Lesotho 6 June 2008

No costs
CPA Post Election Seminar Lesotho, 15 – 21 September 2008

	Item
	 Amount (£) 

	Return Flight to Lesotho - Business Class via Dubai and Johannesburg
	£2,347.95

	Reimbursement from CPA - for the cost of an economy class flight via the most economical route
	-£1,036.00

	Accommodation
	£259.10

	Total
	£1,571.05


Study Visit by Hon. Hlomohang Morokole, Vice President of Lesotho Senate, 10 – 14 November 2008

The CPA Wales Branch paid for accommodation for the Vice President.
	Item
	 Amount (£) 

	Accommodation
	£667.81

	Other
	£130.82

	Total
	£798.63


Promises Auction, 12 November 2008

	Item
	Amount (£)

	Dylan Thomas room suite hire
	£750.00

	Catering
	£1,329.75

	Other costs
	£920.84

	Total
	£3,000.59


Visit by Delegation from Lesotho Key Ministries 25 February 2009
No cost, catering costs covered by the British Council
Visit by Jeff Cuthbert AM to Lesotho, 13 – 16 May 2010
There are no known costs to this visit

CPA and Dolen Cymru Reception to Celebrate the 25th Anniversary of Dolen Cymru, 16 June 2010
	Item
	 Amount (£) 

	Catering (agreed 50% of cost)
	£537.27

	Total
	£537.27


Visit by Queen of Lesotho, 6 October 2010

	Item
	 Amount (£) 

	Catering
	 £ 585.37 

	Total
	 £ 585.37 


                                                            TOTAL COST - £36,587.25

Annex B: The Scotland-Malawi Technical Assistance Programme

In compiling this report, an inevitable comparable model of interest to the Wales Lesotho link is that of the link between the Scottish Parliament and the Malawi National Assembly – a fellow UK devolved legislature to have formed a link with not only another CPA member, but one within sub Saharan Africa with many similarities to Lesotho.   

This link has focused on “technical assistance” and has provided a number of visits between Scotland and Malawi by politicians and officials since 2005. The Scottish Parliament has a Cross Party Group on Lesotho, which meets several times annually. Twenty MSPs have visited Malawi, and the Scottish Parliament has also linked ten MSPs with ten MPs from the Malawi National Assembly as part of an innovative pilot project which is known to be of great interest to the CPA and to many individual legislatures. These ten Members will receive preference when future visits are arranged during the next session
� Paul Williams, Wales’ African Twin: The Story of Dolen Cymru (Gwasg Gomer: Llandysul) 2008


� Information provided by Nathan Huish, Welsh Government Department for Children, Education, Lifelong Learning & Skills (e mail correspondence 21.1.11). 


� This is a summary of some of the issues discussed at Branch Executive meetings between December 2004 and May 2005. Papers  CPA 64 – 04 and CPA 04 – 05 outlined many of the benefits of cooperation.


� Paper  CPA 64 – 04


� Report of the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association (Wales Branch) Visit to Lesotho 24-29 October 2005 


� Draft letter from the Llywydd to the Speaker of the Lesotho National Assembly, July 2005


� “Sequence of Events” briefing by the Assembly’s International Relations team.


� “Sequence of Events” briefing by the Assembly’s International Relations team.


� For further information on the purpose, content and recommendations of this visit, please refer to “Report of the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association (Wales Branch) Visit to Lesotho 24-29 October 2005”.


� This is based on e mail records between Dyfan Jones and the Assembly.


� For further information on the purpose, content and recommendations of this visit, please refer to “Report of the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association (Wales Branch) Attachment Programme for Lesotho National Assembly Staff, 2 – 11 July 2006”


� ibid


� CPA Wales Branch Executive meeting minutes, 29 November 2006.


� Report by the visiting delegation from the Lesotho National Assembly to the National Assembly for Wales.


� E mail correspondence with the Deputy Clerk of the Lesotho National Assembly, 18 February 2011.


� For further information on the purpose, content and recommendations of this visit, please refer to” Report of the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association (Wales Branch) Attachment Programme for Lesotho National Assembly Staff, 2 – 11 July 2006”


� Information provided by John Grimes and the Deputy Clerk of the Lesotho National Assembly in CPA Branch Questionnaire.


� For further information on the purpose, content and recommendations of this visit, please refer to “Report of the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association (Wales Branch) Lesotho Link 29 September – 6 October 2007”


� Letter from the Speaker of the Lesotho National Assembly to the Presiding Officer of the National Assembly for Wales, 22 October 2007.


� Report of the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association (Wales Branch) Inward Visit of Lesotho Senate HIV/AIDS Committee


� Correspondence received from Dr William F. Shija, Secretary-General of the CPA, 22 May 2008.


� Information gathered from e mail correspondence between Dyfan Jones and Peter Kellam, 20 June 2008


� Information provided by Dolen Cymru in a CPA Branch Questionnaire


� Information from the event programme.


� Information provided by Dolen Cymru in a CPA Branch Questionnaire


� Information provided by Dr Carl Clowes (Life President of Dolen cymru) in an E mail to Richard Johnson, 13 April 2011 


� Quoted by DR Carl Clowes in CPA Branch Questionnaire.
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