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Dear Sarah,
Thank you for the following written questions

e What mechanism does the Welsh Government currently have, or plan to introduce, to
assess whether the expansion of the childcare offer is improving children's development
outcomes, and will this mechanism be in place before, or after, the next phase of the
expansion?

e Will the Cabinet Minister confirm whether a consistent, national framework for measuring
early years developmental outcomes exists across all twenty-two local authorities, and if
not, when one will be established?

e What assessment has the Cabinet Minister made of the consistency and comparability of
early years and developmental outcome data collected across the twenty-two local
authorities in Wales?

This government is committed to ensuring that every child has the best possible start in life,
regardless of their circumstances. Monitoring the take up and impact of our new childcare offer
will be a key part of its rollout. The recently announced Expert Steering Group will be advising on
the rollout of the new offer, including its monitoring and evaluation.

There are recognised gaps in the data landscape for early years around child development. Work
is underway across policy areas and ministerial portfolios to explore a joined up national measure
of child development for pre-school aged children in Wales.

Work is ongoing involving local authorities to make use of data-linking to identify outcomes across
a range of domains, including those linked to child development. This will enable a much stronger
evidence base on the medium- to long-term impacts of these programmes on individual
beneficiaries. Exploring the further development of child development outcome data is part of the
ongoing programme of work linked to the roll out of the new offer.

Yours sincerely,
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Welsh Government Offices, Cathays Park, Canolfan Cyswllt Cyntaf / First Point of Contact Centre:
Cardiff. CF10 3NQ 0300 0604400
Swyddfeydd Llywodraeth Cymru, Parc Cathays, Gohebiaeth.Sioned.Williams@llyw.cymru
Caerdydd. CF10 3NQ Correspondence.Sioned. Williams@gov.wales

Rydym yn croesawu derbyn gohebiaeth yn Gymraeg. Byddwn yn ateb gohebiaeth a dderbynnir yn Gymraeg yn yr iaith honno ac ni fydd
gohebu yn Gymraeg yn arwain at oedi.

We welcome receiving correspondence in Welsh. Any correspondence received in Welsh will be answered in Welsh and corresponding in
Welsh will not lead to a delay in responding.
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