
 

Procedure for dealing with complaints against Members of the Senedd – flow chart 

A complaint is made to the Commissioner for 
Standards.

The Commissioner sends the MS a copy of the complaint.

The Commissioner considers whether the complaint is admissible.

If the Commissioner finds the complaint admissible:

The Commissioner investigates the complaint. 

The Commissioner gives the MS complained about and the 
complaintant the opportunity to comment on the findings 

of fact.

The Commissioner forms an opinion on whether there has 
been a breach of the Code which is reported to the 

Committee.

Once the Commissioner has reported to the Committee:

A copy of the report is shared with Member and complaint along with 
information about the next steps; and

The Committee considers whether is requires any further information 
before proceeding to considering the report

Committee consideration of the report:

If the Committee finds a breach of the Code it will then consider whether 
sanctions should be recommended for the MS

The Committee will prepare report of its decision to which will be attached the 
Commissioner's report and any other relevant information (the Committee can 

remove personal information if it considers it necessary)

The Committee may also draw attention to any matters of general interest arising 
from the complaint.

If the Committee finds a breach:

The Committee publishes its report and sends 
copies to the complainant and the MS being 

complained about.

A motion is tabled for the Committee's report to 
be debated by the full Senedd.

The Senedd then decides on whether to impose 
the recommended sanction.

If no breach is found:

The Committee publishes its 
report and sends copies to the 

complainant and the MS 
complained about.

If the 
Commissioner 

finds the 
complaint not 

admissible:

The Commissioner 
will notify the 

complainant and 
the MS being 

complained about;

The 
Commissioner's 
decision is final.


