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Andrew.Davies@Senedd.Wales

16 July 2024
Dear Andrew,

| am writing in response to WQ89973 about how the Welsh Government is supporting
agricultural apprenticeships. We undertook to provide a substantive response and | am
sorry for the delay in doing so.

An agricultural apprenticeship is a key entry path to a career within the industry, providing a
combination of skills development and work experience, as well as a clear progression path
to higher education. Understanding the importance of apprenticeships, earlier this year
Welsh Government invested more than £143m to support an apprenticeship programme
which is delivered by a network of training providers across Wales.

Moreover, in 2022 the Welsh Agricultural Minimum Wage set out a clear pathway for
careers in agriculture through a re-designed grading structure. The structure encourages
young people to take up agricultural apprenticeships via a fast-track system that allows
apprenticeships to reach Grade C within 3 years, as opposed to 5 years without an
apprenticeship.

Yours sincerely,

o

Huw Irranca-Davies AS/MS
Ysgrifennydd y Cabinet dros Newid Hinsawdd a Materion Gwledig
Cabinet Secretary for Climate Change & Rural Affairs

Canolfan Cyswllt Cyntaf / First Point of Contact Centre:

0300 0604400
Bae Caerdydd « Cardiff Bay Gohebiaeth.Huw.Irranca-Davies@llyw.cymru
Caerdydd « Cardiff Correspondence.Huw.lIrranca-Davies@gov.wales

CF99 1SN
Rydym yn croesawu derbyn gohebiaeth yn Gymraeg. Byddwn yn ateb gohebiaeth a dderbynnir yn Gymraeg yn Gymraeg ac ni fydd
gohebu yn Gymraeg yn arwain at oedi.

We welcome receiving correspondence in Welsh. Any correspondence received in Welsh will be answered in Welsh and corresponding
in Welsh will not lead to a delay in responding.
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