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Background
Commonwealth Day is the annual celebration of the history and values shared by the fifty-four countries and two billion people which make up the Commonwealth. This very special event is held on the second Monday of March in Westminster.  Each Commonwealth Day has a theme and this year’s was “Science, Technology and Society”
 

The National Assembly for Wales has an active Branch of the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association (CPA) and is invited each year to nominate two young people to attend and represent the Assembly at Commonwealth Day. The CPA Wales Branch works in partnership with Funky Dragon and once again this year Funky Dragon was pleased to be asked to nominate two young people to attend. Amelia Wingfield and Daniel Harper were selected by Funky Dragon to attend and Amelia was later notified that she had also been selected to be among a select and lucky few to attend the prestigious Commonwealth Secretary-General's evening Reception in the company of Her Majesty The Queen.
Commonwealth Day, Monday 8 March 2010
About their experience of the day Daniel had this to say.

“We heard the history of Westminster hall, the House of Lords, House of Commons, and what happened in WWII.  After the tour we started our meetings.  First of all one of the Lords explained the need for the commonwealth to look at and work with countries around technology and science.  He explained that we need a House of Lords because they come from all walks of life including technology and science.

MP’s Sir Nicholas Winterton and Kate Hoey talked to us about how they got involved with politics, what they do and how hard it is to be an MP.  We also talked to the High Commissioner for Dominica, Agnes Adonis.  She was joined by Mr Akin Oyateru, Head of politics for the Nigerian high commission.  This was very interesting because of how they help their countries and how it is a round the clock job dealing with Commonwealth incidents. 

After lunch we made our way over to Westminster Abbey for the Royal observance. This was the best bit of the day. We heard from the Dean of Westminster who gave a bit of history like how three thousand people who have served our country and Commonwealth have been buried or memorialised since 1066.  We then listened to the Queen’s speech, on how important it is for the commonwealth to be involved with the future of science technology and society.  Then Gillian Clarke, the National Poet of Wales read a special poem written for the Commonwealth called “A Wind from Africa” 

At the end of the service The Queen laid a wreath on the grave of Sir Isaac Newton, for his “contribution to society and advancements of science”. 

About meeting Her Majesty The Queen, Amelia had this to say.


“We all had to go into a room and wait for the Queen to come around and we were told the dos and don’ts.  I met the Queen, the Duke of Edinburgh, Prince Charles and Camilla, Duchess of Cornwall.  I felt like I was a super star, especially knowing Lady Gaga had met the Queen a few weeks previously!”
