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Dear Mr Davies

Written Assembly Question: WAQ77245

You recently wrote to the Cabinet Secretary for Energy, Planning and Rural Affairs with
the following Written Assembly Question:

WAQ77245: Will the Cabinet Secretary confirm how many data scientists are directly
employed by the department for Energy, Planning and Rural Affairs?

As this question relates to staffing in the Welsh Government, the Minister has asked me
to respond to you directly.

Provision of detailed analytical and data science support is managed centrally across
Welsh Government by analytical heads of profession. That central team of statisticians,
researchers and data analysts provides widespread support across the work of Energy,
Planning and Rural Affairs and other portfolio areas. Welsh Government has recently
begun to develop our data science capacity further by working with the Office for
National Statistics (ONS) to recruit two data scientists and four data analytic
apprentices.
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Rydym yn croesawu derbyn gohebiaeth yn Gymraeg. Byddwn yn ateb gohebiaeth a dderbynnir yn Gymraeg yn Gymraeg ac ni fydd gohebu yn
Gymraeg yn arwain at oedi. Dilynwch y ddolen i gael arweiniad ar sut fyddwn yn trin a defnyddio'ch data, yn unol a'r Rheoliadau Diogelu Data
Cyffredinol. https://gov.wales/about/welsh-government-privacy-notice/?skip=1&lang=cy

We welcome receiving correspondence in Welsh. Any correspondence received in Welsh will be answered in Welsh and corresponding in
Welsh will not lead to a delay in responding. Please follow the link for guidance on how we will handle & use your data, in accordance with the
General Data Protection Regulations. https://gov.wales/about/welsh-government-privacy-notice/?lang=en
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In addition, we access local data science capacity to support public policy analysis
through our partnerships with the ONS Data Science Campus and the data science

departments in Swansea and Cardiff Universities.
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Ysgrifennydd Parhaol/ Permanent Secretary
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