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Committee on Seating Arrangements

Report to the National Assembly for Wales
Introduction

1. The Committee on Seating Arrangements was established under Standing
Order 8.1 on 15 July 2003. The terms of reference were -

e to decide on seating arrangements for the Assembly Chamber for the
course of the Second Assembly; and

e to report to the Assembly no later than 21 October 2003.

The Committee’s decision shall constitute the arrangement for seating in the

Chamber from 4 November 2003. The Committee will cease to exist when it has

reported.
2. The Committee members were:

Lord Dafydd Elis-Thomas AM (Chair)
Leighton Andrews AM

Janet Davies AM

Jonathan Morgan AM

Lynne Neagle AM

Carl Sargeant AM

Karen Sinclair AM

Kirsty Williams AM

The Committee met informally on 28 July and 16 September. The Committee
met formally on 2 October. Click here for the minutes of the formal meeting.
(Annex A)

3. In reaching its conclusions the Committee considered the following -

e Chamber seating arrangements of a range of parliaments and assemblies
across the world

e Principles for the allocation of seats in the Chamber in the new Assembly
building

e The allocation of seats in the existing Chamber

e Equality of Opportunity for all Assembly Members
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e A provision in Standing Orders to allow the Presiding Officer to take a
decision on the allocation of seats if no agreement has been reached by
party groups

Recommendations

1. Chamber Seating Arrangements in Other Parliaments and Assemblies

1.1 The Committee considered a document prepared by the Members'
Research Service containing examples of the seating arrangements in other
Parliaments and Assemblies (Annex B).

1.2 The Committee agreed that the document was helpful and should be made
available to members of the public via the Assembly's Public Information and
Education service.

Click here for Annex B
2. Allocation of seats in the Chamber in the new Assembly building.

2.1 The Committee agreed the following principles for the allocation of seats in
the Chamber in the new Assembly building:-

e The Cabinet should occupy the front row

e The party of government should, as far as possible, sit in the middle block
behind the Cabinet

e The other parties should sit in party blocks to either side.

2.2 The Committee recommends a draft seating plan for the new Chamber
which reflects these principles (Annex C).

2.3 The Committee agreed that a revision to Standing Orders should be
prepared to allow the Presiding Officer a default power to determine (so far as
possible, in accordance with precedent) the allocation of seats in the Chamber
following an ordinary election, if no prior agreement has been reached by
representatives of each party group.

2.4 It was agreed that if the number of members of any party group alters
between ordinary elections, the Presiding Officer should determine any
adjustment which is necessary in the allocation of seats, following consultation
with party groups. The Committee agreed that the revised Standing Order
should reflect this.

2.5 The Committee invites the Business Committee to consider such a Standing
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Order.
Click here for Annex C
3. Allocation of seats in the existing Chamber.

3.1 The Committee recommends the draft Seating plan at Annex D, in which
each opposition party leader is allocated a front bench seat

3.2 An alternative draft seating plan was also considered (Annex E).

3.3 The Committee agreed that if the number of members of any party group
alters between ordinary elections, the Presiding Officer should determine any
adjustment which is necessary in the allocation of seats, following consultation
with party groups.

Click here for Annex D

Click here for Annex E

4. Equality of Opportunity for all Assembly Members.

4.1 The Committee agreed that all Members should be able to participate

equally in proceedings in the Chamber and asked the Presiding Officer to
undertake a review of the provision for the hard of hearing.

Lord Dafydd Elis Thomas
Chair, Committee on Seating Arrangements
October 2003
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Annex A

Committee on Seating Arrangements

MINUTES OF MEETING

Date: 2" QOctober 2003
Time: 9a.m.
Venue: Committee Room 1

Present: Lord Dafydd Elis-Thomas AM (Chair)

Leighton Andrews AM

Janet Davies AM

Jonathan Morgan AM

Lynne Neagle AM

Carl Sargeant AM

Karen Sinclair AM

Kirsty Williams AM

Andrew George (Clerk to the Committee)
Marc Jones (Deputy Clerk to the Committee)

1. Apologies & announcements

1.1 There were no apologies or announcements.

2. Chair's Introductory Remarks

2.1 The Chair set out the terms of reference of the Committee. He said that the

Committee was established under Standing Order 8.1 on 15 July 2003 and would
decide on seating arrangements for the Assembly Chamber for the course of the

Second Assembly. He said that the Committee had to report to the Assembly no
later than 21 October 2003 and its decision would constitute the arrangement for
seating in the Chamber from 4 November 2003. The Committee would cease to

exist when it had reported.

3. Committee's Report to the Assembly (SC-02)

3.1 The Chair introduced the draft Report which contained draft seating plans for
the existing Chamber and the new Assembly building.

3.1 Karen Sinclair said she had some concerns about paragraphs 2.3, 2.4 and
3.3 of the Report, which referred to proposed Standing Order changes which
would enable the Presiding Officer to determine the seating arrangements in the
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Chamber if no agreement had been reached by party groups. She said that the
Presiding Officer should only be able to determine the seating arrangements until
an agreement had been reached by a balanced representation of party groups.
She also said that any adjustments to the allocation of seats should be minimal.

3.2 The Chair said that amendments to Standing Orders would be considered by
the Business Committee in the first instance. The Committee agreed that the
Business Committee should be advised of Karen Sinclair's concerns.

3.3 The Committee agreed the Report. It was agreed that these minutes would
be included as an Annex.

4. Any Other Business

4.1 The Chair drew the meeting to a close and thanked the Members of the
Committee for their co-operation.

Secretariat, Committee on Seating Arrangements
October 2003



DRAFT SC-02




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.5
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [595.276 841.890]
>> setpagedevice


