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Dear Laura, 
 
Thank you for your question on 17 March regarding Welsh Government funding per pupil 
(WQ87797) which I committed to providing a substantive response as soon as possible and 
that I would publish it.  
 
The Welsh Government’s overall block grant funding is currently around 20% higher per 
person than comparable programmes in England1.  

 

HM Treasury publishes statistics showing public expenditure per person across the regions 
and nations of the UK. The latest statistics show that spend per person on education as a 
whole in Wales was £1,680 in 2021-22, around 17% higher than spend per person on 
education in England2. 
 
The Welsh Government does not fund schools directly. Funding is provided to local authorities 
(LAs) for pre-16 provision in schools in Wales mainly through the Local Government Revenue 
Settlement in the form of the Revenue Support Grant (RSG). The RSG is not ring-fenced; the 
funding allocated to each authority is available to the authority to spend as it sees fit on the 
range of services for which it is responsible, including schools. This is in line with the Welsh 
Government’s policy that LAs are best placed to judge local needs and circumstances and to 
fund schools accordingly. 
1. Block Grant Transparency: December 2021 - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 
2. Country and regional analysis - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

 
Yours sincerely, 
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https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fcollections%2Fcountry-and-regional-analysis&data=05%7C01%7CJulian.Revell%40gov.wales%7Cde9a19182d2042f713b308db2a221d34%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C638150098215158103%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fkE0VlK7LSec0d6f8EAU5a%2BDTDVvzOjVNOXx1gUESNM%3D&reserved=0

