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Dear Rhys,

| am writing to in response to written question WQ96964: How is the Welsh Government
preparing the NHS for the threats posed by hot weather events caused by rising global
temperatures associated with climate change?

We are committed to ensuring that people are protected from the health impacts of climate
change, including heat and hot weather events, and that we have quality and accessible
healthcare for people during such periods.

NHS organisations must embed action on the climate emergency in decision-making and
plans. The Climate Adaptation Strategy for Wales, which was published in October 2024
sets out the actions the Welsh Government and other public bodies will take to increase
climate resilience, including population health, the health service and the wider
determinants of health.

We published the Health and Social Care Adaptation Toolkit to support and guide the sector
to update its climate action plans to prepare for climate-related events. This year, we have
launched the Adaptation Accelerator project to train a cohort of NHS staff to build the skills
and knowledge required to develop risk assessments and actions to increase resilience.

We are working with Public Health Wales to develop and improve climate and health
surveillance systems to advance understanding, generate evidence and inform climate risk
and opportunity assessments, and to inform adaptation planning and actions across Wales.
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Rydym yn croesawu derbyn gohebiaeth yn Gymraeg. Byddwn yn ateb gohebiaeth a dderbynnir yn Gymraeg yn Gymraeg ac ni fydd
gohebu yn Gymraeg yn arwain at oedi.

We welcome receiving correspondence in Welsh. Any correspondence received in Welsh will be answered in Welsh and corresponding
in Welsh will not lead to a delay in responding.
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In 2023, Public Health Wales published the Climate Change Health Impact Assessment to
ensure the health and well-being impacts of climate change are fully embedded in decision-
making and any co-benefits to health are maximised.

Finally, in terms of NHS seasonal preparedness for both hot and cold weather, the Chief
Medical Officer for Wales has issued public health links every year for the past four years,
which set out the Welsh Government’s expectations of health and social care practitioners.

This is the most recent CMO’s heat health advice note, which was issued on 18 June: 2025
Heat Health Advice note (Welsh).pdf and 2025 Heat Health Advice note (English).pdf

Yours sincerely,

-

Jeremy Miles AS/MS
Ysgrifennydd y Cabinet dros lechyd a Gofal Cymdeithasol
Cabinet Secretary for Health and Social Care
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